
1.   The Coffey County Commission Chambers opened at 8:00 a.m. Monday, December 23, 
2002, to individually review correspondence.  Chairman Gene Merry called the meeting to order 
at 9:00 a.m. with members Tim Sipe, Johnnie Sleezer, Larry Crotts and Fred Rowley, Jr. present.  
Also present were Vernon Birk, Coffey County Clerk, Doug Witteman, Coffey County Attorney, 
and Mary Bloomer, Administrative Coordinator.  Present for a portion of the meeting were 
Commissioner-elect Kraig Kirchner and Coffey County Republican Editor Mark Petterson.   
 
2. Sleezer moved to approve the minutes of December 16, 2002 as written, seconded by 
Sipe.  Motion carried. 
 
3. Consent Agenda: 
 

A. Upon the recommendation of the Sheriff, move to authorize and direct the Chairman to 
sign the Coffey County Payroll Notice for Alexandra Corbin, New Hire Dispatcher, at a 
classification of TP-II-a and an hourly wage of $10.82, effective December 20, 2002. 

 
B. Upon the recommendation of the Noxious Weed Director, move to authorize and direct 

the Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll Notice for Michael Lawrence, upon 
completion of IPP, at a classification of M-IV(c) and an hourly wage of $14.25, effective 
December 3, 2002. 

 
C. Upon the request of the Coffey County Housing Authority Board, move to authorize and 

direct the Chairman to sign the Real Estate Mortgage Release, acknowledging 
satisfaction in full debt secured by Wallace E. Birk and Margaret N. Birk for the 
Northeast Quarter of Section Seven, Township Twenty-two, Range Fourteen. 

 
D. Upon the request of the Coffey County Housing Authority Board, move to authorize and 

direct the Chairman to sign the Real Estate Mortgage Release, acknowledging 
satisfaction in full debt secured by Bonnie Huskey for Lots Seventeen and Eighteen in 
Block Twenty-two in the City of LeRoy, Kansas. 

 
E. Move to authorize the Chairman to sign 6 abatements to the Treasurer’s tax roll in the 

amount of $3,532.38.  
  
3a. Crotts moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted, seconded by Rowley.  
Motion carried. 
 
4. Rowley moved to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the 2002 cereal malt 
beverage license for S&S Oil & Propane Co., dba S&S Lebo Plaza, seconded by Crotts.  Motion 
carried. 
 
5. Merry moved, upon the recommendation of the Technology Committee and Mark 
Hopkins, AS-400 Administrator, to accept the bid of Kalos Group, Inc. as being the best bid and 
to award the bid to Kalos Group, Inc. for a 1-year maintenance contract for an IBM impact 
matrix printer, type 4230, and  IBM line matrix printer, type 6400, at a total cost of $2,354.97, 
with funds to come from the General Fund, Technology Training and Equipment Line, seconded 
by Sipe.  Motion carried. 
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6. Rowley moved, upon the recommendation of the Technology Committee and Mark 
Hopkins, AS-400 Administrator, to accept the bid of Kalos Group, Inc. as being the best bid and 
to award the bid to Kalos Group, Inc. for a 3-year renewal of the IBM hardware maintenance for 
the AS-400, at a total cost of $7,449.90, with funds to come from the General Fund, Technology 
Training and Equipment Line, seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
7. Sipe moved, upon the recommendation of the Technology Committee and Bill Bauer, 
Information Systems Administrator, to accept the bid of CCD as being the best bid and to award 
the bid to CCD for two servers, one for the Appraiser’s department and one for the Engineer’s 
department, at a total cost of $7,667.50, with funds to come from the General Fund, Technology 
Training and Equipment Line, seconded by Merry.  Motion carried. 
 
8. Sipe moved to reappoint Owen Thero and Lyle Williams to a 3-year term on the Coffey 
County Fire District #1 Board of Trustees, effective January 1, 2003 and ending December 31, 
2005, seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried. 
 
9. Rowley moved, upon the recommendation of the Sheriff’s department, to find that two 
vehicles, more particularly described as one (1) 1997 Ford Crown Victoria Police Interceptor, 
VIN/2FALP71W1YX142554 and one (1) 1996 Chevrolet S-10 Blazer, 
VIN/1GNDT13W8T2169181, are no longer required and cannot prudently be used for public 
purposes of Coffey County, and as such, should be disposed of by trade-in sale to Crow-Moddie 
Ford for $1,400.00 and $1,350.00, respectively, and to publish notice of the Board’s intent to 
dispose of such property by action of the Board on January 6, 2003 at 9:15 a.m., seconded by 
Sipe.  Motion carried. 
 
10. Chairman Merry presented Certificates of Appreciation and Years of Service pins to 18 
employees and the Board congratulated them for their dedicated service to Coffey County.  
Those receiving certificates and pins this year were: 
 

5 years: Elysa Lovelady; Douglas Witteman; Carolyn Dossett; Jackie Hawley; 
Stephanie Jones; Sharon Sharon; *Karen Pressley; *Bill Reavis; Alan Van 
Fleet  

 
10 years: *Marilyn Eccles 
 
15 years: Johnnie Sleezer; Brenda Cherry; *Albert Gaddis; Bonnie Heath 
 
20 years: Faye Belcher; Mark Hopkins; Mary Walling; *Cindy Joy; Gary Johnson; 

David Lehman; James McCurry 
 
25 years: Debbie Noonan; John Liddell 
 
*These recipients were unable to be present. 

 
11. Lisa Moore, Jailer, had an appointment with the Board for a grievance hearing and 
requested an executive session. 
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11 a. Rowley moved to recess into Executive Session at 9:34 a.m. for 15 minutes to include 
each of the Commissioners, the County Attorney, Lisa Moore and the Coffey County Sheriff, to 
discuss personnel matters of non-elected personnel, seconded by Sleezer.  Motion carried. 
 
12. The Board resumed regular session at 9:49 a.m. 
 
13. Sleezer moved to recess into Executive Session at 10:00 a.m. for 5 minutes to include 
each of the Commissioners and the County Attorney to discuss matters which would be deemed 
privileged in the attorney/client relationship, seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
14. The Board resumed regular session at 10:05 a.m. 
 
15. Dan Andrews, Director, and Paula White, Area Director, COF Training Services, Inc., 
updated the Board on issues involving some severe budget cuts from both State and Federal 
money.  Andrews said the COF organization is looking at a $162,000.00 budget cut in the next 6 
months.  Services will need to be cut as well as a reduction in force.  Andrews said he 
understands the counties are in the same circumstance but to keep COF in mind in future 
funding. 
 
16. Jon Hotaling, Economic Development Director, presented and discussed the weekly 
report for the week of December 16th to December 20th, 2002. 
 
17. Item No. 95-10; Hotaling assisted the Kansas Wildscape Foundation with the design for 
raffle tickets to be sold for a chance to win a new boat at the 7th Annual Governors Classic, on 
June 5th and 6th, at the Coffey County Lake.  Hotaling took the design to a local printer who will 
print 7,500 of the tickets. 
 
18. Item No. 95-25; Hotaling attended the legislative lunch and reception sponsored by Kyle 
Jackson Consulting and Coffey Health System.  Representative Dreher and Long and Senator 
Schmidt were in attendance. 
 
19. Item No. 95-25; Hotaling attended the Department Head luncheon meeting.  Hotaling 
reviewed goals and actions for 2002.  The loss of state revenue and its impact on the County 
budget was also discussed. 
 
20. Item No. 95-29; Hotaling confirmed Phil Coleman and Champion Seminars as speaker 
for the April 3, 2003 leadership class. 
 
21. Hotaling met two local businesspersons who are considering starting a new service 
business in the County.  Hotaling provided information on business plan development, SBA 
loans, Eastern Kansas Economic Development Group, and the Kansas Department of Commerce 
& Housing book on “Starting a Business in Kansas”. 
 
22. Hotaling spoke to the Lebo City Clerk concerning Moorcal bankruptcy filing.  Hotaling 
provided copies of the bankruptcy notice to Larry Hendricks and Doug Witteman.  Hotaling met 
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with a businessperson from Lyon County who is interested in the Dream Homes property.  
Hotaling will be meeting with Lebo officials and another prospect for the Dream Homes facility 
on January 3, 2003. 
 
23. Hotaling also presented an article from the Topeka Capital Journal regarding tax breaks 
for businesses. 
 
24. Sipe moved to recess into Executive Session at 10:38 a.m. for 5 minutes to include each 
of the Commissioners, the County Attorney, and the Economic Development Director to discuss 
matters which would be deemed privileged in the attorney/client relationship, seconded by 
Sleezer.  Motion carried. 
 
25. The Board resumed regular session at 10:43 a.m. 
 
26. Sipe moved, upon the approval of the County Attorney as to form, to authorize and direct 
the Chairman to sign the contract documents, specifications and drawings related to the Boat 
Ramp Approach Excavation Project, seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
27. Jo Ann Raaf, Coffey County Treasurer, informed the Board that as of the first of the year 
2003, the Treasurer’s office will be charging 50 cents for phone charges for those citizens who 
don’t provide proof of insurance and ask her office staff to call their insurance carriers for proof 
of insurance. 
 
28. Robert Reed, Road Supervisor, presented the weekly report dated December 23, 2002.  
John Zuern, Administrative Assistant, was also present. 
 
29. Item No. 93-01; Road Permits Report:  No Road Permits were issued during the past 
week. 
 
30. Item No. 99-99; Zoning Permit/Applications Report:  No Zoning Permits were issued 
during the past week. 
 
31. Item No. 2002-08; Equipment Purchase:  Review Bids and approve purchase. 
 

Two Heavy Dump Trucks 
 

Bidder West 
Fall 

O’Dell 

KCR 
International 

KCR 
International 

Merle 
Kelly 

Merle 
Kelly 

Kansas 
City 

Peterbilt 

Kansas 
City 

Peterbilt 

Hays 
Mack 

Midway 
Sterling 

Midway 
Sterling 

Make Mack International International Sterling  Sterling  Peterbilt Peterbilt Mack Sterling Sterling 
Model CV713 7600 7400 LT9513 

Henderson 
Bed 

LT9513 
Warren 

Bed 

330 357 RD6885 LT9500 LT9000 

Year 2003 2003 or 2004 2003 or 2004 2003 2003 2003 2003 2003 2003 2003 
Net Bid $201,952 $179,406 $151,376 $160,330 $161,028 $155,418 $177,644 

After Rebate 
$176,168 $169,309.34 $157,576 

 

 
31 a. Sleezer moved, upon the recommendation of the County Engineer and approval of the 
County Attorney, to find that one (1) 1993 Ford LT 8,000 truck, VIN #1FDYU82E7PVA08605, 
is no longer required and cannot prudently be used for public purposes of Coffey County, and as 
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such should be disposed of by trade-in sale to Hays Mack for $14,000.00, seconded by Rowley.  
Motion carried. 
 
31 b. Sleezer moved, based upon the recommendation of the County Engineer, that the bid 
submitted by Hays Mack for two (2) Dump Trucks with one trade-in be approved as being the 
best bid and that award be made according to the terms of the bid at a cost of $176,168.00 to be 
paid from the Road and Bridge Fund, seconded by Sipe. Motion carried. 
 
32. In deciding on appointments to the Hospital Board, the Board had a lengthy discussion 
regarding depreciation; concern over continuing hospital loss; conflict of interest; a thorough 
review of the nine applicants; and term limits. 
 
32a. Following a lengthy discussion, Sipe moved to reappoint Kenneth Vaughn, Larry Moore 
and Otto Maynard to a 3-year term on the Coffey County Hospital Board beginning January 1, 
2003 and ending December 31, 2005, seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried, 3-yes, 2-no, Merry 
and Crotts. 
 
33. The Board reviewed and approved a Biographical Information form to be used effective 
January 2003, for application to appointed boards. 
 
34. Sipe moved to recess into Executive Session at 11:44 a.m. for 15 minutes to include each 
of the Commissioners, the County Attorney and the Administrative Coordinator, to discuss 
personnel matters of non-elected personnel, seconded by Sleezer.  Motion carried. 
 
35. The Board resumed regular session at 11:59 a.m. 
 
36. Lyle Harriott met with the Board to discuss the possibility of organizing a non-profit 
Historical Preservation Committee to preserve historical sites in Coffey County.  Steve Webber 
was also present for the discussion. 
 
37. Commissioner Rowley proposed the Board contact insurance carriers in advance to 
advise them if the County were to let bids on their general insurance package this year.  No 
action was taken at this time. 
 
38. Sleezer moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:25 p.m., seconded by Rowley.  Motion 
carried. 
  
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Response Not Required 
 

1. Transportation 2000 Study Group – Report to the Governor 
 
2. KDOT – Letter regarding adoption of Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
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3. Hawver’s Capital Report – 12-12-02; 12-13-02; 12-14-02; 12-16-02; 12-19-02; 12-

20-02;  
 

4. U.S. Dept. of Interior – Calendar 
 

5. Kansas Juvenile Justice Authority – Newsletter 
 

6. Coffey County Library – Calendar of Events 
 

7. USD 244 Recreation Commission – Letter regarding Team Challenge 
 

8. Fire District #1 Board – Minutes of November 18, 2002 
 

9. Roger Alexander – Thank you 
 

10. League of Kansas Municipalities – e-mail regarding mandamus action 
 

11. KDOT – Memo regarding Right-of-Way acquisition policies 
 

12. Whitney Damron – Newspaper Articles 
 

13. KDH&E – “Kansas Don’t Spoil It” calendars 
 

14. City of Burlington – minutes of December 4, 2002 
 
Response Required 
 

15. Lewis Lenard – Letter regarding appointment to Hospital Board 
 
Minutes, December 23, 2002 
 
Signed:     Attest: 
 
 
 
Chairman     County Clerk 

 


