
1.   The Coffey County Commission Chambers opened at 8:00 a.m. Monday, December 5, 
2005, to allow commissioners to individually review correspondence.  Chairman Fred Rowley, 
Jr. called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with members R. Kraig Kirchner, Tim Sipe, Gene 
Merry and Larry Crotts present.  Also present were Angie Kirchner, Coffey County Clerk and 
Doug Witteman, Coffey County Attorney.  Present for a portion of the meeting was Mark 
Petterson, Coffey County Republican Editor. 
 
2. Merry moved to approve the minutes of Monday, November 28, 2005, as corrected, 
seconded by Sipe.  Paragraph 18., delete ‘of his prior experience.’ 
 
3. Consent Agenda 
  

A. Move to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll Notice 
for Patricia Ohmie, from Classification C-II-a(-) to C-II-a, from $8.62 to $8.87. 

 
3a. Merry moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted, seconded by Kirchner.  
Motion carried.  
 
4. Coffey County Rural Water District #3 met with the Board to discuss adding 3 miles of 
6” line loop/replacement to increase flows to Wolf Creek Generating Station and to create a 
major transmission line between the Pottowatomie and Halls Summit Service Areas prior to the 
next Wolf Creek Outage in October of 2006.  Chris Withers, Dave Slead, Robert Bewley and 
Robert Lindell were in attendance.  The Board was in full support of Rural Water District #3 
using the funds they already obtain to use for this project.   
 
5. Emergency Preparedness Coordinator Becky Jewett met with the Board to present the 
monthly report for November 2005.  Jewett stated that the Federal Emergency Management 
Association (FEMA) gave glowing reviews of the Wolf Creek Drill that consists of County 
employees, Wolf Creek employees, State employees and Federal employees.  Jewett wanted to 
express her “Thanks” to those employees who participate in the drill and those who maintain the 
office while the drill is going on.  The Board directed Jewett to draft a plan to have Blue Valley 
Public Safety inspect the emergency sirens in Lebo and Gridley and solicit their advice on 
getting the sirens up and running.  The Board directed Jewett to proceed.   
 
6. Hub Caspar, Coffey County Engineer, presented and discussed the weekly report dated 
December 5, 2005.  Robert Reed, Road Supervisor, and John Zuern, Administrative Assistant, 
were also present. 
  
7. Item No. 93-01; Road Permits Report:  One Road Permit was issued during the past 
week. 
 
8. Item No. 99-99; Zoning Permit/Applications Report:  No Zoning Permits were issued 
during the past week. 
  
9. Item No. 99-13; Landfill:  Lysimeter readings for November 28th, 2005.  
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10. Item No. 2005-28; Courthouse Parking Lot:  Caspar discussed sealing the controlled 
joints on the new concrete constructed last summer and snow and ice removal. 
 
11. Caspar also presented the Construction Zone Report for the week December 6, 2005. 
 
12. Merry moved, upon the recommendation of the County Clerk/Election Officer and 
approval of the County Attorney, to waive the purchasing policy as to competitive bidding for 
good cause, said cause being that the vendor is a single source supplier through the state 
purchase contract and to approve the purchase of electronic voting equipment and related 
software from Election Systems and Software, in the amount of $99,850.00.  Funding for the 
purchase will come from a Federal HAVA grant in the amount of $39,555.00 and from the 2006 
County General Fund – Election Line Item in the amount of $60,295.00, seconded by Crotts. 
Motion carried. 
 
13. Jon Hotaling, Economic Development Director, submitted the weekly report for the week 
of December 6, 2005. 
 
14. Item No. 95-9; Hotaling completed and mailed out agendas for the Strategic Planning 
Committee meeting to be held on Wednesday, December 7th, at 12 noon, at the Coffey County 
Hospital.  Officers for 2006 will be elected at that meeting. 
 
15. Item No. 95-10; Hotaling received information from Leonard Jirak on creel changes at 
the Coffey County Lake for 2006.  The only changes are:  the creel limit for catfish is going up 
from 5 per day to 10 per day and the minimum length for a wiper to be kept has gone down from 
24” to 21”.  These changes and some other additions / deletions will be made to the lake 
brochures for 2006. 
  
16. Item No. 95-21; Hotaling received dates for the WCNOC Emergency Planning Drills for 
2006 (4-20, 5-4, 7-20, & 7-26).  A public information review will be held on January 13th from 
2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Eisenhower Education Center. 
  
17. Item No. 95-32; Hotaling received an FTE report from Countertop Trends, LLC.  The 
company continues to exceed FTE requirements and the latest report shows 74 FTE employees. 
 
18. Item No. 96-3; Hotaling delivered a check for the #4 drawdown of CDBG funds to Mid-
American Machine in LeRoy.  Hotaling confirmed the CDBG review with Terry Marlin, of the 
Kansas Department of Commerce, on December 15th.  Terry will review the County CDBG files 
starting at 10:15 a.m. and will have a site visit to Mid-American Machine at 1:15 p.m. 
 
19. Item No. 97-6; Hotaling completed and mailed out reminder notices for the Coffey 
County Manufacturer’s Association annual Christmas meeting and dinner to be held December 
14th. 
 
20. Item No. 98-6; Hotaling attended the SEKRPC annual meeting at Chanute on December 
1st.  Dick Works, County Commissioner from Iola, was elected Chairperson for 2006.  The 
committee discussed increasing city dues from $35 per year to $50 per year.  The committee 
decided to notify cities that the raise to $50 will occur in 2007 not 2006.  The committee also 
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approved membership to NADO (National Association of Development Organizations) and 
reviewed the revolving loan fund accounts. 
  
21. Item No. 04-4;  Hotaling reviewed additional information on tax exemption procedures 
with Dan Allen, Burlington City Clerk. 
 
22. Item No. 05-4;  Hotaling received additional information and quotes for the call center 
prospect. 
 
23. Hotaling completed the loan report for the period of November 1st – 30th, 2005. 
 
24. Rowley moved to recess into Executive Session for 10 minutes at 10:24 a.m. to include 
each of the Commissioners, the County Attorney and Economic Development Director Jon 
Hotaling to discuss confidential data relating to financial affairs or trade secrets of a corporation, 
seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
25. The Board resumed regular session at 10:34 a.m. 
 
26. Coffey County Engineer Hub Caspar met with the Board to discuss sealing the control 
joints on the west side of the courthouse.  The Board directed Caspar to purchase and apply the 
sealant to the control joints when the temperature is appropriate. 
  
27. Coffey County Housing Authority Director Steve Lightle met with the Board to request 
engineering services from the County.  Lightle requested assistance in the preparation of 
preliminary engineering drawings of a multiplex housing unit that would be constructed in the lot 
north of the Coffey County Library in Burlington. 
 
28. Sharon Geiss, of Mid American Nutrition, presented the Board with the year-end report 
that reflects the number of meals on wheels that are home delivered to seniors, the number of 
seniors congregate meals and average donations received.   
 
29. Coffey County Appraiser Connie Lawrence met with the Board to present bids on an 
automatic paper tri-fold machine.  The Board directed Lawrence to purchase from a local vendor. 
  
30.  Chairman Rowley went through the checklist for consideration of a rezoning amendment 
and/or special use case SU 2005-01 regarding establishing a dog kennel to breed and sell Golden 
Retrievers and Bichon Frise. 
 
31. Crotts moved to adopt the findings and factors and recommendation of the Planning 
Board on Case No. SU 2005-01 and to approve Resolution No. 757:  A RESOLUTION 
APPROVING A SPECIAL USE TO ESTABLISH A DOG KENNEL TO BREED AND SELL 
GOLDEN RETRIEVERS AND BICHON FRISE IN THE A-2 AGRICULTURAL 
TRANSITION DISTRICT ON CERTAIN LANDS LOCATED IN COFFEY COUNTY, 
KANSAS, UNDER THE AUTHORITY GRANTED BY THE ZONING REGULATIONS OF 
THE COUNTY AS ORIGINALLY APPROVED BY RESOLUTION NO. 386, seconded by 
Kirchner.  Motion carried. 
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32. Chairman Rowley and Merry attended the Fiber Optic Board meeting.  Merry gave an 
update on the meeting and the different funding options for fiber optic service.  The approximate 
total cost of the project $500,000.00.  Chairman Rowley and Merry preferred the option to pay 
the full $250,000.00 amount of the service contract over the course of 2 years in which the 
County would pay $100,000.00 in 2005 and $100,000.00 ear tagged in 2006 and remaining 
approximately $250,000.00 to be paid by the school districts.  Coffey County Hospital would 
pay $50,000.00 of the contract for using the County’s fiber optic service.  The contract would be 
good for 10 years and would save the County approximately $100,000.00 in the long run by 
paying the upfront costs to lock into the 10-year contract.  The Board was in full agreement.     
 
33. Rowley adjourned the meeting at 11:52 a.m. until Friday, December 9, 2005, at 8:30 a.m. 
for a road tour with the County Engineer. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Response Not Required 
 

1. Whitney B. Damron, P.A. - News Articles of Interest  
 

2. Roy R. Rodgers, Clerk, Neosho Township - Resignation  
 

3. Coffey County Library - Dec. Calendar of Events  
 

4. Kansas Department of Transportation - Receipt of Warrant  
 

5. Burlington City Council Regular Session - November 2, 2005 
 
Minutes, December 5, 2005 
 
Signed:     Attest: 
 
 
Chairman     County Clerk 

 

 4


	Response Not Required

