
1. The Coffey County Commission Chambers opened at 8:00 a.m. Monday, 
December 3, 2001, to individually review correspondence. Chairman Gene Merry called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with members Fred Rowley, Jr., Johnnie Sleezer, Tim 
Sipe and Larry Crotts present.  Also present were County Clerk Vernon Birk, 
Administrative Coordinator Mary Bloomer and County Attorney Doug Witteman.  Mark 
Petterson, Coffey County Republican, and Jeannene Ryan, WCNOC Representative, 
were also present for part of the meeting. 
 
2. Sipe moved to approve the minutes of Monday, November 26, 2001, as corrected, 
seconded by Merry.  Motion carried.  Corrections were:  Monday, November 26, 2001, 
paragraph 23, last part of sentence changed to “establishment of a county and a 
community committee”.  Paragraph 25, second sentence will now read, “The Chairman 
asked Undersheriff Kenny Roney to explain to the public how it came about to install the 
gate.”  Paragraph 25 c, add “locked” before ‘open’.  Paragraph 25 d, end first sentence 
after “officials”, replace ‘and’ with “The Board”, delete ‘before’ add “with”, delete ‘to 
todays decisions occur’ at end of sentence.  Correspondence, delete items 6 and 9. 
 
2 a. Rowley moved to approve the minutes of Thursday, November 29, 2001, as 
written, seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried.  
 
3. Becky Jewett, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, presented the monthly 
report for November 2001.  Jewett and the Board also discussed the recent e-plan drill. 
 
4. Sharon Schurle, Information Systems Support Specialist, was asked to meet with 
the Board to discuss the newly revised tax unit map.  The County Clerk said Schurle has 
spent long hours of research and has done a lot of work getting the map on the computer 
by utilizing the GIS system.  Sharon Schurle will provide a new tax unit map to the Board 
and to the commission library. 
 
5.   Annette Ratzlaff, met with the Board to register a complaint regarding the red 
tape involved in receiving KPERS payments following the death of her husband.  
Ratzlaff said it was over 90 days before she was able to receive any payment from 
KPERS.  She made a request to the Board to look into it so that it might be a more 
pleasant experience for the next person who faces her situation.  The Board thanked her 
for coming in and will follow up on the matter. 
 
6.   Jon Hotaling, Economic Development Director, presented and discussed his 
weekly report for the week of November 26th to November 30th, 2001. 
 
7. Item No. 95-9;  Hotaling completed and mailed out the Coffey County Strategic 
Planning Committee meeting agendas and minutes from last months meeting.  The 
December 5th meeting will be held at the Coffey County Hospital at 12:00 noon. 
 
8. Item No. 95-25; Hotaling met with the Economic Development representatives 
from Linn and Anderson Counties to discuss the enterprise facilitation grant application 
through the Kansas Department of Commerce and Housing and the Sirolli Institute.  
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Hotaling decided the cost of $7,000.00 per county per year for three years was too much 
and the short time to prepare the application (two weeks) made it nearly impossible to 
apply this year.  The three counties are working together to develop a marketing strategy 
to promote the SBA Hub Zone designation. 
 
9. Item No. 97-7; Hotaling attended the Coffey County Mural Committee meeting at 
the Burlington Library Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m.  The committee will search for 
additional volunteers from Gridley and Lebo to serve on the committee.  Before the 
January meeting, volunteers will inventory possible buildings in each community and 
cost estimates will be obtained. 
 
10. Item No. 98-10;  Hotaling attended SEK, Inc. Executive Board meeting in 
Pittsburg.  The Board approved hiring Lynda Wilkinson of Pittsburg to serve as 
Executive Director beginning January 1, 2002.  The annual meeting will be held in 
February.  The golf tournament raised about $1,000.00 for the organization. 
 
11. Item No. 00-2;  Hotaling attended the 21st Century Community Learning Center 
Advisory Council meeting.  Hotaling discussed the Youth Leadership Program and the  
possible Ground School Scholarship Program.  
 
12. Hotaling attended the Housing Authority Open House. 
 
13. Hotaling finalized the food and decorations for the ribbon cutting reception. 
 
14. Hotaling reviewed the Artrain financial support in a letter to Jane Hatch.  Hatch 
will use the letter for matching funds in the grant application. 
 
15. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Move to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign 4 Orders for Refund of 
Taxes in the amount of $1,409.50. 
 
No. 4524 in the amount of $183.00 payable to Thomas Terrell for the tax year 
2001. 
Reason:  Remove Special Assessment (sewer district fee). 
 
No. 4525 - Void. 
 
No. 4526 in the amount of $981.66 payable to Brown Truck Leasing Co. for 
the tax year 2001. 
Reason:  Deleted 2000 freightliner truck – Wheeler Lumber is paying taxes as 
per agreement. 
 
No.4527 in the amount of $50.75 payable to Harold Cherry for the tax year 
2001. 
Reason:  Sold 1984 Ford in July 2001. 
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No. 4528 in the amount of $194.09 payable to Cancun, c/o Cleto Coronado Jr. 
for the tax year 2001. 
Reason:  Steamer or warmer – hot food buffet. 

 
15 a. Sipe moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted, seconded by Sleezer.  
Motion carried. 
 
16. Rowley moved to approve a Notice to Key West Township for a license to sell 
cereal malt beverages at retail at 2754 US Hwy 75 NW, Lebo, KS  66856 for Tom 
Miller/Cedar Valley Investments, LLC dba Amoco Travel Center, seconded by Crotts.  
Motion carried. 
 
17. The Board discussed correspondence from BCBS regarding a proposed sale to an 
Indiana company known as Anthem BCBS.  Following discussion, it was decided to 
invite Dennis George, Hospital Administrator, to next week’s Board meeting to discuss it 
further. 
 
18. Hub Caspar, Coffey County Engineer, presented the weekly report dated 
December 3, 2001.  John Zuern, Administrative Assistant, and Carl Lee, Landfill 
Supervisor, were also present. 
 
19. Item No. 93-01; Road Permit Report:  No Road Permits were issued during the 
past week. 
 
20. Item No. 99-99; Zoning Permit/Applications Report:  No Zoning Permits were 
issued during the past week. 
 
21. Merry moved to authorize and direct the County Engineer to sign the Municipal 
Solid Waste Landfill Permit #297 Agreement subject to review and approval by the 
County Engineer and the County Attorney, seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried. 
 
22. Sleezer moved, upon the recommendation of Bill Bauer, Information System 
Administrator, and the County Engineer to approve the purchase of a HP2500CM printer 
at a cost of $1,649.00 from Insight, Inc., with funds to come from the Road and Bridge 
budget, seconded by Sipe.  Motion carried. 
 
23. The Board discussed a request of Yoho and Son Tire Cutting Service regarding 
the baled tires for use in the landfill with Caspar.  Caspar will contact Yoho and Son Tire 
Cutting Service for more information.   

 
24. Caspar was asked to get in touch with William McMullen regarding a windmill 
the McMullen’s are donating to the Coffey County Museum. 
 
25. Sleezer moved to recess into Executive Session at 11:16 a.m. for 15 minutes to 
include each of the Commissioners, the County Attorney, the County Engineer and the 
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Landfill Supervisor to discuss personnel matters of non-elected personnel, seconded by 
Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
26. The Board resumed regular session at 11:31 a.m. 
 
27. The Board authorized the County Engineer to advertise for a Landfill Supervisor. 
 
28. Rowley moved to approve a subscription to Hawver’s Capitol Report in the 
amount of approximately $168.00 per year, seconded by Sleezer.  Motion carried. 
 
29. Crotts moved, upon the recommendation of the County Health Nurse, to authorize 
the purchase of an HP 1200 N laser printer and an HP 2500 CM Cole printer for the 
Health Department, with funds to come from Departmental funds, seconded by Sipe.  
Motion carried. 
 
30. Sleezer moved, upon the recommendation of Bill Bauer to purchase an HP 1200 
N laser printer, 64 MB memory and extra toner cartridge from Insight, Inc., for the 
Clerk’s office at a cost of $665.00, funds to come from the Clerk’s Commodities Line, 
seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
31. Bill Bauer discussed the purchase of a diagnostic machine with the Board.  The 
Board asked Bauer to address the matter with the Fiber Optic Control Board. 
 
32. Commissioner Crotts discussed a drainage problem east of Burlington.   
 
33. The Board will be attending a dedication of the new Coffey County Landfill at 
1:00 p.m. on Friday, December 7, 2001. 
 
34. Rowley moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:25 p.m., seconded by Merry.  Motion 
carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Response Required 
 
1.  Bill Otto – Letter regarding board appointment 
 
2.  Chamber of Commerce – Letter regarding link to Coffey County web page 
 
Response Not Required 
 
3.  Whitney Damron – Newspaper articles 
 
4.  Dave Kerr – Letter of congratulations regarding graded drill 
 
5.  KAC – Minutes, September 21, 2001 and October 12, 2001 
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6.  City of Burlington – Minutes of November 7, 2001 
 
7.  NACo – Legislative Bulletin 
 
Minutes, December 3, 2001 
 
Signed:     Attest: 
 
 
Chairman     County Clerk 
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