
1.   The Coffey County Commission Chambers opened at 8:00 a.m. Monday, November 25, 
2002, to individually review correspondence.  Chairman Gene Merry called the meeting to order 
at 9:00 a.m. with members Tim Sipe, Johnnie Sleezer, Fred Rowley, Jr., Larry Crotts, and 
Commissioner-Elect Kraig Kirchner present.  Also present were Vernon Birk, Coffey County 
Clerk, Doug Witteman, Coffey County Attorney, and Mary Bloomer, Administrative 
Coordinator.  Mark Petterson, Coffey County Republican, was present for part of the meeting.   
 
2. Sleezer moved to approve the minutes of November 12, 2002 as written, seconded by 
Sipe.  Motion carried 3 – yes, 0 – no, 2 – abstained, Crotts and Merry. 
 
3. Crotts moved to approve the minutes of November 14, 2002 as corrected, seconded by 
Rowley.  Motion carried.  Corrections were:  November 14, 2002, add paragraph “4a.  Tim Sipe 
questioned the final percentage of the computer run on the Don Ulrich/Gene Merry race.  No 
answers were given.” 
 
4. Consent Agenda: 
 
A. Upon the request of the Coffey County Housing Authority Board, move to authorize and 

direct the Chairman to sign the Real Estate Mortgage Release, acknowledging satisfaction in full 
debt secured by Robert E. Stein and Ruth N. Stein for a tract commencing at the Northeast corner 
of Block 13 of McFadden's Third Addition to the City of Waverly, thence South 100 feet, thence 
West 150 feet, thence North 100 feet, thence East 150 feet to the place of beginning in Coffey 
County, Kansas. 

 
B. Upon the request of the Coffey County Housing Authority Board, move to authorize and 

direct the Chairman to sign the Real Estate Mortgage Release, acknowledging satisfaction in full 
debt secured by Reva Miller for Lots numbered 3 and 4 in Block 11 in West Lebo Addition to the 
City of Lebo, Coffey County, Kansas. 

 
C. Move to authorize the Chairman to sign 8 abatements to the Treasurer's tax roll in the 

amount of $1,890.88. 
 
Tax ID 2002 3-2456 in the name of DLL Operational Services, LLC. Abatement in the amount of 
$252.50.  
Reason: Double assessed under De-Lage Landen Oper. #19087A 

 
Tax ID 2002 3-24560 in the name of DLL Operational Services, LLC. Abatement in the amount 
of $1,201.08. 
Reason: Double assessed under De-Lage Landen Oper. #I 9087A. 

 
Tax ID 2002 3-19087A in the name of De Lage Landed Operational Ser., LLC. Abatement in the 
amount of $296.06. 
Reason: Double assessed on DLL. 

 
Tax ID 2002 3-2162A in the name of Bradley Payer. Abatement in the amount of $122.08.  
Reason: Pro-rated 1995 Ford. 

 
Tax ID 2002 3-9003B in the name of Robert Benson. Abatement in the amount of 14.68. 

 Reason: 1989 Ford pickup and 1984 Blair trailer listed in Allen County, per phone call 
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            to Allen County Appraiser's office. 
 
            Tax ID 2002 1-04156 in the name of Huffs Garden.  Abatement in the amount of $14.18.  
            Reason: Clerical change authorized by Huffs Garden. 
 
 

Tax ID 2002 1-08343 in the name of Charles Allen Nickel et ux. Abatement in the amount of 
10.22 cents.  
Reason: Clerical change authorized by Nickel (easement). 

 
Tax ID 2002 1-04579 in the name of Coffey County Housing Authority. Abatement in the 
amount of $0.08 cents.  
Reason: Clerical change authorized by split. 

 
4 a. Sleezer moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted, seconded by Rowley.  
Motion carried. 
 
5. Elysa Lovelady, Coffey County Appraiser, presented bids for a new printer for the 
Appraiser’s Office. 
 
Bids Presented: 
 
   Computer Products Infinitec   Computer Ctr. Kalos Group   
   Bid #1 Symra GA Bid #2 Hays, KS Bid #3 New Strawn, KS Bid #4 Overland Park, KS   
Bid Item Bid Qty. Unit Unit Price Ext. Unit Price Ext. Unit Price Ext. Unit Price Ext.   
IBM 1 6400-020  12,574.00      14,950.00              
IBM 1 6400-I20           12,604.00     14,528.42     
Base Bid Total:    12,574.00      14,950.00      12,604.00     14,528.42     
 
6. Sipe moved, upon the recommendation of the Appraiser, to accept the bid of Computer 
Center New Strawn, KS for an IBM 6400-I20 printer, at a cost of $12,604.00, with funds to 
come from the General Fund, Appraiser – Capital Outlay line, seconded by Crotts.  Motion 
carried. 
 
7. Lovelady also presented the Board an Appraiser office status report showing percent 
completed of 14 different tasks in progress.  The report was for the calendar year 2002 for 2003 
Value Notices.  Lovelady also provided the Board with documents regarding Coalbed Methane 
in Kansas and Mineral rights and leases. 
 
8. Steve Lightle, Director of Housing Authority, met with the Board to discuss the 
Corrective Action Plan as set forth by Tom Hastert of the Kansas Department of Commerce and 
Housing.  Lightle said the requirements set forth are unrealistic and unworkable in Coffey 
County.  The requirements far exceed the Federal guidelines and are very discriminatory to Rural 
Kansas.  Lightle will be coordinating a meeting with Governor-Elect Sebelius’ Transition Team 
concerning the housing issues of rural Kansas.  Lightle also informed the Board that the two spec 
homes built by Coffey County Housing Authority at 15th and Penobscott have been sold. 
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9. The Board recommended that the Housing Authority, with authorization by its Board, 
fulfill all prior commitments to homeowners for remodeling projects. 
 
10. Chairman Merry asked Lightle to reconsider his resignation as Director of Coffey County 
Housing. 
 
11. Whitney Damron, P.A. lobbyist for Coffey County, updated the Board on some of the 
political issues facing the counties in the future.  Some of the issues Damron sees will be of 
interest and concern to Coffey County include: 
 

• Budget issues, statewide mill levy for schools and related funding sources. 
• Demand Transfers. 
• E-911 will possibly return for further consideration. 
• Technology issues (Broadband and local telephone deregulation). 
• Corrections and Sentencing Issues. 
• Utility Issues. 
• Economic Development Programs 
• Comprehensive Transportation Plan/Funding/Changes/etc. 

 
12. Merry moved upon approval of the County Attorney as to form, to approve the 
Memorandum of Agreement regarding governmental services/lobbying for the year 2003 with 
Whitney Damron, P.A. and to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the same, seconded by 
Rowley.  Motion carried. 
 
13. Merry moved to approve the Notice of Budget Hearing Amending the Adopted Budget 
for 2002 and direct the County Clerk to sign and publish the same, seconded by Sipe.  Motion 
carried. 
 
13a. The Solid Waste Fund is not a levied fund, but is funded by fees collected at the landfill.  
The fund has abundant cash, but due to the unplanned expenditure of the track loader for the 
landfill will use the budget authority plus additional funds.  Therefore the budget will need to be 
amended.  The Solid Waste Fund is an enterprise fund, therefore, no taxes are levied. 
 
14. Jon Hotaling, Economic Development Director, presented the weekly report for the week 
of November 11th to November 15th, 2002. 
 
15. Item No. 95-10; Hotaling provided a set of bid specs for the Coffey County Lake boat 
ramp excavation project to Jeannene Ryan of WCNOC. 
 
16. Item No. 95-29; Hotaling hosted Leadership Coffey County participants for class #1 
entitled ‘County and State Government’.  The class met with the Coffey County Commission, 
toured Emergency Preparedness with Becky Jewett, attended a mill levy and valuation seminar 
conducted by Elysa Lovelady, discussed 2003 legislature with Senator Derek Schmidt, reviewed 
County appointive boards and budgets with Jon Hotaling, and finished the evening with a 
delicious dinner and tour of the Meadows hosted by Alberta Andrick. 
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17. Hotaling prepared a draft agenda for Leadership class #2 entitled ‘Education, Recreation 
& Cultural Aspects’.  Hotaling mailed out agendas to the USD Superintendents, the Recreation 
Center Director, the Museum Director, and the Arts Council Representative.  Class #2 will be 
held Thursday, December 5, 2002. 
 
18. Item No. 97-6; Hotaling attended the Coffey County Manufacturer’s Association meeting 
at the Coffey County Hospital on Wednesday, November 13, 2002.  Garry DeSloover, of Kansas 
Assemblies, Inc., provided the program on hose manufacturing operations now in place at 
Kansas Assemblies, Inc.  Hotaling finalized minutes of the meeting to be mailed out with the 
agenda for the next meeting. 
 
19. Item No. 97-7; Hotaling attended the Coffey County Chamber of Commerce Agriculture 
Appreciation Dinner on November 13, 2002.  Ron Wilson with the Huck Boyd Institute for 
Rural Development was the speaker.  Hotaling also attended the Chamber of Commerce ribbon 
cutting for GMI Towing & Bed-lining. 
 
20. Item No. 01-5; Hotaling participated in the Kansas Leadership Forum Executive Board 
conference call on November 15, 2002.  Hotaling presented the treasurers report and report of 
the annual conference income and expenses that was prepared by Ronda McCullough.  The 
Board also discussed next year’s conference and the Huck Boyd Institute’s conference on 
Community Leadership coming up in March. 
 
21.   Hotaling presented his weekly report for the week of November 18, 2002 to November 
22, 2002. 
 
22.  Item No. 95-10;  Hotaling prepared information on outdoor recreational activities and 
their economic impact for Coffey County.  Presented this information to the Kansas Natural 
Resources Legacy Alliance at a meeting Monday night in Chanute. 

 
23. Item No. 95-24;  Hotaling attended department head luncheon and presentation by Cisco 
at Coffey County Hospital on Wednesday, November 20th. 

 
24. Item No. 95-29;  Hotaling made a slight revision in the Leadership Coffey County agenda 
for class #2, ‘Educational, Recreational, and Cultural Aspects’ to accommodate one of the 
presenters.  Hotaling finalized dinner arrangements with dinner to be served at the museum. 

 
25. Hotaling attended Kansas State University Videoconference in Chanute.  The conference 
was entitled ‘Building Border to Border Prosperity, a Kansas Rural Policy Symposium’.  
Hotaling worked with representatives from Chanute, Pittsburg, and Yates Center in attendance at 
the Chanute site to identify recommendations to the new Governor on ways state government can 
facilitate economic success for all Kansas communities.  One of the groups’ recommendations 
was to make some of the Kansas Department of Commerce & Housing programs more easily 
accessible and user friendly, especially the programs related to housing. 
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26. Hotaling met with a Coffey County resident who is interested in starting a small business.  
Provided information on SBA Small Business Loans, business plan development, the Small 
Business Development Center, etc. 
 
27. Hotaling also presented and discussed the loan fund reports for the month of October. 
 
28. Merry moved to recess into executive session at 10:53 a.m. for 5 minutes to include each 
of the commissioners and the County Attorney to discuss personnel matters of non-elected 
personnel, seconded by Sipe.  Motion carried. 
 
29. The Board resumed regular session at 10:58 a.m. 
 
30. Hub Caspar, Coffey County Engineer, presented a plaque to Robert Reed, Road 
Supervisor, who was awarded the honor of “Road Supervisor of the Year” at the Kansas 
Association of Counties meeting in Wichita last week.  Caspar also presented the weekly report 
dated November 25, 2002.  John Zuern, Administrative Assistant, was also present. 
 
31. Item No. 93-01; Road Permits Report:  Seven (7) Road Permits were issued during the 
past two weeks. 
 
32. Item No. 99-99; Zoning Permit/ Applications Report:  One Zoning Permit was issued 
during the past week. 
 
33. Item No. 99-13; Landfill:  Caspar briefly updated the Board on the Coffey County 
Landfill.  Approval by KDHE on the alternate cover is in process. 
 
34. Item No. 2002-08; Equipment Purchase:  Bid opening December 18, 2002 @ 2:00 p.m. 
 
35. Rowley moved to approve Resolution No. 715, A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING 
AND AUTHORIZING THE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF CERTAIN 
UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES IN COFFEY COUNTY, KANSAS, seconded 
by Sleezer.  Motion carried. 
 
36. Sipe moved to recess into executive session at 11:17 a.m. for 5 minutes to include each of 
the commissioners, the county attorney, and the County Engineer to discuss personnel matters of 
non-elected personnel, seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
37.   The Board resumed regular session at 11:22 a.m. 
 
38.   Sipe moved to appoint Commissioner Merry as representative to the Joint Engineer 
District Advisory Board, effective immediately, seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
39. Sleezer moved authorize the Chairman to sign 7 abatement orders in the amount of 
$711.60, seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried. 
 
 Tax ID 2002 1-02869 in the name of Irvin L. and Kathryn Gray Trust.  Abatement in the   
 Amount of $0.48 cents. 
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 Reason:  Took easement off of right-of-way. 
 

Tax ID 2002 1-08484 in the name of Melvin Thomas et ux Trusts.  Abatement in the 
amount of $0.02 cents.  

 Reason:  Property split by deed. 
 

Tax ID 2002 1-06239 in the name of Bradley B. Smith et ux.  Abatement in the amount 
of $0.22 cents. 
Reason:  Took easement off of right-of-way. 
 
Tax ID 2002 3-1346A in the name of Jamison Farms.  Abatement in the amount of $209.26. 
Reason:  Abated 20% late filing penalty. 
 
Tax ID 2002 3-1386 in the name of International Cold Storage.  Abatement in the amount of 
$489.80.   
Reason:  Clerical change authorized by name change. 
 
Tax ID 2002 7-6830 in the name of Doug Garrett.  Abatement in the amount of $7.00. 
Reason:  Sold 1966 International truck. 
 
Tax ID 2002 3-1346 in the name of Delford Jamison.  Abatement in the amount of $4.82. 
Reason:  Abated 20% late filing penalty. 

 
40. Rowley moved to approve the advertisements for the Coffey County Hospital Board and 
the Coffey County Fire District No. 1 Board and to publish the same, seconded by Merry.  
Motion carried. 
 
41. Crotts moved upon the recommendation of the Administrative Coordinator and 
concurrence of the auditor, move to transfer $20,000.00 from the General Fund, Capital Outlay 
Line (2-001-546-400), to the Equipment Reserve Fund, seconded by Sleezer.  Motion carried. 
 
42. Sipe moved upon the recommendation of the Technology Committee and Bill Bauer, 
Information Systems Administrator, to accept the bid of CCD for a backup server at a total cost 
of $6,792.00, with funds to come from the General Fund, Technology Training and Equipment 
line, seconded by Merry.  Motion carried. 
 
43. Rowley moved upon the recommendation of the Technology Committee and Bill Bauer, 
Information Systems Administrator, to accept the bid of Eagle Software for hardware, software, 
setup and installation, at a total cost of $44,817.00 with funds to come from the General Fund, 
Technology Training and Equipment line, seconded by Merry.  Motion carried. 
 
44.  The Board selected March 17, 2003 for a Joint Meeting with the Coffey County Fire 
District No. 1 Board at the Burlington Fire Station. 
 
45. After providing the Board with options, the Board directed the Administrative 
Coordinator to order and prepare Chamber Certificates for County employees for Christmas. 
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46. The Board, County Attorney, and County Clerk discussed the canvass of election results 
and the election process.  Commissioner Merry said for future elections, the Board will review 
and determine provisional ballots with legal counsel, more specifically faxed individual ballots, 
determining correct voting district at the time of election, and balancing votes cast with advance, 
absentee, and normal votes cast at polling places on election day.  The Board concurred. 
 
47. Commissioner Sleezer verbally resigned from the Vehicle Spec Committee. 
 
48. The Board recessed at 12:06 for a Thanksgiving dinner in the courthouse basement. 
 
49. Chairman Merry called the meeting back to order at 1:00 pm. 
 
50. The Board examined, questioned and signed warrants and vouchers for the month of 
November. 
 
51. Sleezer moved to accept the resignation of Johnnie Sleezer from the Vehicle Spec 
Committee effective immediately, seconded by Merry.  Motion carried. 
 
52. Commissioner Rowley volunteered to serve on the Vehicle Spec Committee. 
 
53. Merry moved to appoint Commissioner Rowley to the Vehicle Spec Committee, 
seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
54. The Board selected December 30, 2002 to sign warrants and vouchers for the month of 
December. 
 
55. Crotts moved to adjourn the meeting at 3:28 p.m., seconded by Merry.  Motion carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Response Required 
 

1. Lyle Williams – Letter regarding re-appointment to Fire District No. 1 Board. 
 
2.  Owen Thero – Letter regarding re-appointment to Fire District No. 1 Board. 

 
Response Optional 
 
 3.  KDOT – Memo regarding Geo-technical Bridge Foundation Guidelines 
 

4.  KDOC&H – Letter regarding HOME Investment Partnerships Program for 
homeowner rehabilitation. 

 
Response Not Required 
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5. Hawver’s Capital Report – 11-12-02; 11-13-02; 11-14-02; 11-18-02; 11-19-02; 11-
20-02; 11-22-02; 11-23-02 

 
6. Annette Ratzlaff – Letter regarding election results. 

 
7. Coffey County Library – Schedule of Events for December 

 
8. Fourth Judicial District - Newsletter 

 
9. Coffey County Housing Authority – Minutes – October 3, 2002 & Directors report 

for November 14, 2002. 
 

10.  FSA – Letter regarding 2002 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program. 
 
 11.  City of Gridley – Minutes of November 4, 2002 
 

12. City of Waverly – Minutes of October 7, 2002 
 

13. Corps of Engineer – Public Notice 
 

14. Coffey County Fire District No. – Minutes of October 21, 2002 
 
Minutes, November 25, 2002 
 
Signed:     Attest: 
 
 
 
Chairman     County Clerk 


