
1. The Coffey County Commission Chambers opened at 8:00 a.m. Monday, October 
15, 2001, to individually review correspondence. Chairman Gene Merry called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with members Fred Rowley, Jr., Johnnie Sleezer, Tim Sipe 
and Larry Crotts present.  Also present were County Clerk Vernon Birk, Administrative 
Coordinator Mary Bloomer and County Attorney Doug Witteman.  Becky Reeves, 
Coffey County Republican, was also present for part of the meeting. 
 
2. Jo Ann Raaf, Coffey County Treasurer, visited with the Board about the 
possibility of the Treasurer’s office accepting payment for property taxes by credit card 
in the future. 
 
3. Crotts moved to approve the minutes of Monday, October 8, 2001, as amended, 
seconded by Sipe.  Motion carried.  Corrections were:  October 8, 2001, paragraph 23, 
add “2002 legislative platform” before ‘video’.    
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Move to approve the insertion of the quarterly brochure from the Mental 
Health Consortium in the October payroll envelopes.  

 
B. Upon the recommendation of the County Clerk, move to authorize and direct 

the Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll Notice for Angie Kirchner, 
upon completion of IPP, with a change in classification of C-IIIb(-) to CIIIb, 
and a change in hourly wages from $10.03 to $10.28. 

 
C. Authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the letter to Shockey Consulting 

Services regarding mapping costs in the development of the City of Waverly’s 
Comprehensive Plan.  

 
4 a. Sipe moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted, seconded by Sleezer.  
Motion carried. 
 
5. On behalf of the Board, Chairman Merry offered condolences to Commissioner 
Johnnie Sleezer on the death of his mother, Edith. 
 
6. Sleezer moved, upon the recommendation of the Sheriff, to authorize and direct 
the Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll Notice for Terri Lawson as a part-time 
U.T. Temp. Dispatcher, at a classification of LE-II-b and an hourly wage of $9.68.  This 
employment will be on an as needed basis as a Dispatcher.  As a U.T. Temp., Lawson 
will not be eligible for benefits, seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried.  
 
7. Rowley moved, upon the recommendation of the County Engineer and approval 
of the County Attorney as to form, to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the 
Agreements regarding baled waste tires with Yoho and Son Tire Cutting Services, 
seconded by Sipe.  Motion carried. 
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8. Sleezer moved, upon the recommendation of the Administrative Coordinator and 
approval of the County Attorney, as to form, to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign 
the Letter of Intent with Cellular One and all documents necessary to change service for 
Coffey County, Kansas from the current Business Plan to the Corporate Pooled Value 
Plan, seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
9. Becky Jewett, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, and Susan Mueller, Coffey 
County Health Administrator, met with the Board to update them on the anthrax issue 
that has been reported in several parts of the Country.  They discussed several 
precautions to take if a suspicious article or envelope is received.  Mueller will include 
this information in a health publication for the Coffey County Republican.  The Health 
Office is recommending citizens leave the suspicious article alone and call local 
authorities. 
 
10. The County Attorney and the Board discussed a proposed resolution regarding 
nuisances in unincorporated areas of Coffey County. 
 
11. Jo Ann Heins, Director, Fourth Judicial District Community Corrections, met 
with the Board to discuss $7060.00 of unexpended State grant funds. 
 
11 a. Sleezer moved, upon the recommendation of Jo Ann Heins, Director of 
Community Corrections, to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the Request for FY 
2001 Unexpended Community Corrections State Grant Funds, seconded by Rowley.  
Motion carried.  
 
12. The Board will sign warrants and vouchers on Monday, October 29th, 2001 at 
11:30 a.m. 
 
13. The Board will meet jointly with the Coffey County Fire District #1 Board of 
Directors this evening at 7:00 p.m. at the Coffey County Fire Station at Gridley. 
 
14. John Hotaling, Economic Development Director, met with the Board, but had no 
weekly report due to being on vacation last week.  Hotaling presented and explained the 
loan fund reports for September.  The Board discussed the annual Governor Classic 
Fishing Tournament and the possibility of reopening Coffey County Lake.  Hotaling will 
continue to monitor the situation. 
 
15. Hub Caspar, Coffey County Engineer, presented the weekly report dated October 
15, 2001.  Robert Reed, Road Supervisor, John Zuern, Administrative Assistant, Galen 
and Quentin Yoho, Yoho and Son Tire Cutting Service were also present. 
 
16. Item No. 93-01; Road Permit Report:  One Road Permit was issued during the 
past week.  
 
17. Item No. 99-99; Zoning Permit/Applications Report:  One Zoning Permit was 
issued during the past week. 
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18. Item No. 99-13; Landfill:  Letter from KDHE concerning the approval of using 
Baled Tires to line floor of new cell at Landfill. 
 
19. Caspar received approval from KDHE to use baled waste tires for the first lift at 
the Coffey County Municipal Solid Waste Landfill. 
 
20. The Board asked Caspar to add Covey Run Street at Quail Meadows to the 
proposed 2002 road projects for chip seal.  In addition, the Board asked Caspar and Reed 
to look at some type of dust control for that portion of Native Road south from the 
Eisenhower Education Center to Black Bear Bosin.  The Board also asked Caspar to look 
at a five mile radius area around the cities in Coffey County for boxes and bridges that 
may need replaced. 
 
21. Galen Yoho inquired about bringing approximately 8 to 10 tons of cut tires to our 
monofill on an annual basis.  Caspar will survey the monofill and will get in touch with 
Yoho at that time. 
 
22. Caspar presented the Board with the Work Order Inquiry Report. 
 
23. Steve Lightle, Coffey County Housing Authority Director, presented a 2001 
expenditures recap for the Coffey County Housing Authority for the Board’s information.  
Lightle also presented a request to solicit bids for a vehicle for the Coffey County 
Housing Authority. 
 
23 a. Crotts moved, upon the recommendation of the Coffey County Housing Authority 
Board and the Coffey County Housing Authority Director, to approve their request to 
solicit bids for a vehicle for the Coffey County Housing Authority, seconded by Rowley.  
Motion carried. 
 
24. Lightle said the Coffey County Housing Authority is looking at purchasing some 
vacant lots in the New Strawn area. 
 
25. The County Clerk reported the grass seed has been planted. 
 
26. The Board will be attending E.O.C. training today from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
27. The Board recessed at 12:00 noon until 1:00 p.m. in the Emergency Operations 
Center in the Coffey County Courthouse. 
 
28. All of the Commissioners attended training in the E.O.C.  Commissioner Sleezer 
arrived at approximately 2:00 p.m. due to another appointment and Chairman Merry left 
the meeting at approximately 4:15 p.m. for another appointment. 
 
29. The Board recessed at 5:15 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. to attend the joint meeting at the 
Coffey County Fire District No. 1 Fire Station at Gridley. 

 3 



 
30.   Chairman Lyle Williams called the October 15, 2001 Coffey County Fire District 
No. 1 meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with members Gary Haas, Bill Otto, Owen Thero and 
Cindy Makar present.  Also present were Bill Walker, Fire District Administrator, Kent 
Hoyt, Accountant, and Sandy Pile, Secretary, as well as numerous firefighters.  Chairman 
Williams welcomed everyone to the joint meeting with the Coffey County 
Commissioners and invited the Commissioners to call their meeting to order. 
 
31. Vice Chairman Tim Sipe called the Coffey County Commission meeting back to 
order at 7:02 p.m. with members Fred Rowley, Larry Crotts, and Johnnie Sleezer present.  
Also present Coffey County Clerk Vernon Birk and Coffey County Attorney Doug 
Witteman.  Chairman Merry was absent due to another appointment. 
 
32. The group discussed the status of consolidating a portion of Lyon County  5 Fire 
District (Jacobs Creek) with Coffey County Fire District No. 1 and training for the Jacobs 
Creek Firefighters; the importance of Hazardous Material Awareness, knowing where it 
is located, etc. especially since the September 11, 2001 terrorist attack; the  importance of 
first responders, how well trained and well received they and the firefighters are; and how 
well received and beneficial the open meeting/open records training and budget training 
was that was given to the appointive boards by Chairman Gene Merry and County 
Attorney Doug Witteman. 
 
33. Rowley moved to adjourn the Coffey County Commission portion of the meeting 
at 7:45 p.m., seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Response Required 
 
1.  State of Kansas, Department of Revenue – Letter regarding PVD annual performance 
evaluation for fiscal year 2001. 
2.  Brian Spicer – Letter regarding sale of County owned property. 
 
Response Optional 
 
3.  Down Computer Systems – Letter regarding Cemetery Administration program. 
 
Response Not Required 
 
4.  Johnnie and Retha Sleezer – Thank you. 
 
 
Minutes, October 15, 2001 
 
Signed:     Attest: 
 

 4 



 
Chairman     County Clerk 
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