
1. The Coffey County Commission Chambers opened at 8:00 a.m. Monday, October 
1, 2001, to individually review correspondence. Chairman Gene Merry called the meeting 
to order at 9:00 a.m. with members Fred Rowley, Jr., Johnnie Sleezer, Tim Sipe and 
Larry Crotts present.  Also present were County Clerk Vernon Birk, Administrative 
Coordinator Mary Bloomer and County Attorney Doug Witteman.  Coffey County 
Republican Editor Mark Petterson was present for part of the meeting. 
 
2. Rowley moved to approve the minutes of Monday, September 24, 2001, as 
corrected, seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried.  Corrections were Monday, September 
24, 2001, paragraph 11, insert “.” (period) after Coffey County, delete ‘and the leased 
equipment agreement’, replace with “The Board discussed a possible lease”.  Paragraph 
14, replace ‘runway’ with “taxiway”. 
 
3. Sleezer moved to approve the minutes of Thursday, September 27, 2001 as 
written, seconded by Merry.  Motion carried, 4-0-1, Crotts abstained.  
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Upon the recommendation of the Road Supervisor, move to extend the time 
frame for employment of Michael Miller at S.T. Temp Equipment Operator, 
until December 31, 2001.  He will remain at the current pay rate. 

 
B. Upon the recommendation of Commissioner Merry, the Commission 

representative of the Fiber Optic Control Board, and approval of the County 
Attorney as to form, move to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the 
Services Agreement with Douglas VanderLinden, of Integrated Technology 
Consultants, Inc., for the period of July 1, 2001 through June 30, 2002. 

 
C. Move to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll 

Notices for CSA compensation for Robert Reed as Acting Department Head 
and John Zuern as Zoning Administrator for the month of October 2001. 

 
D. Approve payment of $35.00 annual membership dues for 2002 for Mary 

Bloomer, Administrative Coordinator, for the Kansas County Administrators’  
Association. 

 
E. Upon approval of the County Attorney as to form, move to authorize and 

direct the Chairman to sign the Notice to Proceed for Terracon to perform the 
October 2001 Groundwater Sampling Event at the Coffey County Sanitary 
Landfill for the lump sum fee of $7,200.00, with funds to come from 
Geological Assessment Reserve Fund ($723.30) and General Fund, Capital 
Outlay Line ($6,477.70). 

 
F. Move to re-appoint Georgie Eggleston to a 4-year term on the Coffey County 

Housing Authority Board of Directors, effective October 27, 2001 and ending 
October 26, 2005. 
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4 a. Sleezer moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted, seconded by Sipe.  
Motion carried. 
 
5. Monique Burns, Project Director, 21st Century Community Learning Center, 
updated the Board on the activities of the Burlington 21st Century Learning Center.  
Burns said the program services school children, pre-school through high school ages.  In 
the beginning it was designed for “latch key kids” but any child that age group can enroll.  
Burns invited the Board to a Kansas Community Education Association (KSCEA) Fall 
Conference at Wichita State University on October 25, 2001.  She also submitted a 
Special Events Calendar for the month of  October.  Burns also discussed meeting with 
the USD 243 School Board to explain the program as they are not participating in the 
program at this time. 
 
6. Becky Jewett, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, presented a certificate to 
Jeffery Beyer, Radiological Officer, from Kansas Emergency Management Association.  
The certificate, titled KEMA Kansas Certified Emergency Manager Certificate, will 
qualify Beyer for Emergency Coordinator anywhere in the country.  Beyer said it 
involved many hours of training. 
 
7. Jewett presented the monthly report for the month of September.  The report 
included a schedule for emergency training on October 15th in the Emergency Operation 
Center from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Jewett also presented the October activities of the 
Emergency Preparedness Department. 
 
8. Jon Hotaling, Economic Development Director, presented and discussed the 
weekly report for the week of September 24th to September 28th, 2001. 
 
9. Item No. 95-3; Hotaling answered several requests for information on Country 
Critters inventory.  Hotaling referred interested parties to Scott Porter, First National 
Bank of Kansas.  John Andrick, Coffey County Maintenance Department, mowed around 
all Country Critters’ buildings. 
 
10. Item No. 95-8; Hotaling mailed Tri-Country Fall/Winter Calendar of Events 
brochures to Iola and Yates Center Chambers of Commerce.  The Tri-County Economic 
Development meeting, scheduled for September 25, 2001 in Yates Center, was postponed 
due to a conflicting special meeting of the Yates Center Chamber of Commerce. 
 
11. Item No. 95-9; Hotaling completed and mailed out agendas for the Coffey County 
Strategic Planning Committee meeting to be held October 3, 2001 at the Coffey County 
Hospital. 
 
12. Item No. 95-29; The Leadership Coffey County Youth Program committee met 
on Monday, September 24, 2001, to review, revise, and finalize brochure and application 
forms.  Several revisions and corrections were made for the final drafts. 
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13. Hotaling presented copies of the final drafts and reviewed the program with the 
three USD Superintendents.  The Superintendents will forward the information to the 
guidance counselors.  After review and recommendations from the counselors, the 
committee will meet again and finalize the printed materials for distribution in the 
schools. 
 
14. Item No. 97-6;  Hotaling attended a meeting at the Coffey County Academy of 
Learning with Craig Hogness, Vocational Education Representative of the Kansas Board 
of Education, and Vicki Vineyard, Coordinator of CCAL, to review the basic electronic 
apprenticeship program co-sponsored by the Coffey County Manufacturer’s Association, 
the USD’s, Coffey County Economic Development, and the Southeast Kansas Service 
Center.  Hotaling also contacted several CCMA members to remind them to get mentors 
in place for the start of the program in September 2002. 
 
15. Item No. 00-2; Hotaling attended the 21st Century Community Learning Center 
Advisory Council meeting.  Hotaling presented information on the youth leadership 
program and the basic electronics apprenticeship program.  The lights on after school 
rally will be held Thursday, October 11, 2001, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., at the 
Burlington Elementary School.  The 21st Century Community Learning Century has more 
children participating in their program this year then last year. 
 
16. The Board requested Hotaling get a quote from our insurance company for 
insurance coverage on the County equipment in the Kansas Die Casting building. 
 
17. Hub Caspar, Coffey County Engineer, presented the weekly report dated October 
1, 2001.  Robert Reed, Road Supervisor, and John Zuern, Administrative Assistant, were 
also present. 
 
18. Item No. 93-01; Road Permit Report:  No Road Permits were issued during the 
past week. 
 
19. Item No. 99-99; Zoning Permit/Applications Report:  No Zoning Permits were 
issued during the past week. 
 
20. Item No. 99-13; Landfill:  KDHE has granted a two (2) week extension of the 
Vertical Expansion Landfill Permit.  Discuss alternate cover for Vertical Expansion 
closure. Caspar reported an alternate would involve planting poplar trees which 
would be about 1/3 the cost of the conventional method.  The Board directed that 
Caspar pursue that option.  Employee safety equipment for Lateral expansion.  Caspar 
requested purchasing safety boots for landfill workers.  This is provided for in the 
Policy Manual.  Review and approve proposal from Terracon to perform Groundwater 
sampling for October 2001 at Landfill (on Consent Agenda). 
 
21. Item No. 2001-06; Office Hours:  Review log of calls and visitors from July 9th 
thru September 26th, 2001.  Request office hours be permanently changed to 7:00 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Monday-Friday. 
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21 a. Rowley moved to approve the County Engineer’s request to change office hours 
for the County Engineer’s office to 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday-Friday, seconded by 
Sleezer.  Motion carried. 
 
22. Item No. 2001-07; Structural Steel – B349:  Review Bids and approve purchase. 
 
  

VENDOR BID DELIVERY DATE 
Oden Enterprises, Inc. $15,516.80 Nov. 1, 2001 & 2 weeks 
Long Creek Welding $18,516.59 Oct. 27, 2001 

The Railroad Yard, Inc. $18,263.17 2 weeks 
Krueger Shop $17,705.29 Oct. 25, 2001 

Nov. 5, 2001 
 
22 a. Sipe moved, based upon the recommendation of the County Engineer, that the bid 
submitted by Oden Enterprises, Inc. for structural steel for Bridge Number 349 be 
approved as being the best bid and purchased according to the terms of the bid at a cost of 
$15,516.80 to be paid from the Special Bridge Fund, seconded by Rowley.  Motion 
carried. 
 
23. Caspar also commented that he has had compliments from several people 
including KDHE and Terracon what a fantastic job Reed and the Road & Bridge crew is 
doing on the construction of the landfill cell. 
 
24. The Board discussed in-County and out-of-County landfill fees and directed the 
County Engineer to start negotiations with American Disposal, Inc. for some Greenwood 
County solid waste. 
 
25. Sipe moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:00 noon, seconded by Rowley.  Motion 
carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Response Required 
 
1.  Coffey County Airport Administrator – Letter regarding airplane ride to view County. 
 
2.  Kansas Highway Patrol – Letter regarding Health Department and KHP request for 3-
year strategic plan. 
 
Response Optional 
 
3.  KDOCH – Notice of Seminar 
 
Response Not Required 
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4.  Coffey County Housing Authority – Minutes, August 2, 2001. 
 
5.  Citizens Commission on Human Rights International - Booklet 
 
6.  U.S. Postal Service – Letter in response to inquiry regarding delayed delivery of mail. 
 
7.  Brenda Groff (former Commissioner – Osage County) – Thank you. 
 
8.  Kansas Historical Society – Notice of Seminar. 
 
9.  National Council on Compensation Insurance, Inc. - Report 
 
 
Minutes, October 1, 2001 
 
Signed:      Attest: 
 
 
Chairman      County Clerk 
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