
1. The Coffey County Commissioners Chambers opened at 8:00 a.m. Monday, September 
27, 2004 to individually review correspondence.  Chairman Gene Merry called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. with members R. Kraig Kirchner, Tim Sipe, Fred Rowley, Jr., and Larry Crotts 
present.  Also present Vernon Birk, Coffey County Clerk and Doug Witteman, Coffey County 
Attorney.  Present for part of the meeting was Mark Petterson, Coffey County Republican Editor. 
 
2. Crotts moved to approve the minutes of September 20, 2004 as corrected, seconded by 
Rowley.  Motion carried 4-yes, 1- abstention, Merry.  Corrections were:  Paragraph 7, add “and 
Congressman Ryan and”, in front of  ‘Senator Roberts’.  Add at end of paragraph 11, “Kirchner 
agreed to provide an update to Michael Reed”.  Paragraph 13, change ‘Caspar’ to “Reed”.  Add 
new paragraph 25,  “The Board will sign warrants and vouchers on Tuesday, September 28, 
2004. 
 
3.   Consent Agenda 
 

A.  Move to authorize the Chairman to sign 1 abatement to the Treasurer’s tax roll in the         
      amount of $30.96.  This is for the year 2003. 
 
B.  Upon the recommendation of the County Engineer and Landfill Supervisor, move to 
      approve designating the week of October 11 through October 16, 2004 as “Clean-Up    
     Week” in Coffey County and direct the County Clerk to publish approves notices in   
      the local paper.       

 
3a. Rowley moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted, seconded by Kirchner.  
Motion carried. 
 
4. Merry moved to re-appoint Robert Hyde (Commission District 1) and re-appoint Hope 
Edelman (Commission District 3) as members of the Coffey County Housing Authority Board, 
effective October 27, 2004.  These terms will expire October 28, 2008, seconded by Rowley.  
Motion carried. 
 
5. Bill Walker, Coffey County Fire District No. 1, Administrator, updated the Board 
regarding fire and medical runs over the past year and said they were down from previous years.  
Walker said the Waverly area has just successfully completed a week of HazMat training.  He 
also commended Jim VanSchaick for the great job he did in training the fire fighters.  Chairman 
Merry presented Walker with a proclamation regarding Fire Preventions Week. 
 
6. Hub Caspar, Coffey County Engineer presented and discussed the weekly report dated 
September 27, 2004.  Robert Reed, Road Supervisor and Mike Reed, Ottumwa were also 
present. 
 
7. Item No. 93-01;  Road Permits Report:  Seven Road Permits were issued during the past 
week. 
8. Item No. 99-99;  Zoning Permit/Applications Report:  No Zoning Permits were issued 
during the past week. 
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9. Item No. 99-13;  Landfill;  C & D – Grinder Grant,  Leachate Disposal – Update. 
 
10. The Board directed Caspar to return the grant money for the grinder back to the State as 
there was not sufficient fund to purchase the grinder and the money cannot be used for other 
purposes.  The Leachate disposal report will be later this week.  Caspar also presented the 
construction zone report for the week of September 27, 2004. 
 
11. Item No. 2004-20;  Hickory Creek West:  Boat ramp.  Robert Reed reported on the 
survey of the Ottumwa boat ramp.  Reed said normal pool for John Redmond Reservoir is 
1,039’; current level is 1,037’.  The Corps has closed the gates to bring the level back to 1,039 
and intend to raise it two more feet in the next couple of years.  Reed said if the silt and trees 
were removed the boat ramp would then be useable.  The Board directed Reed to work with the 
Corps as to what to do with the silt and debris. 
 
12. Kirchner moved, upon the recommendation of the Fire Administrator and approval of the 
County Attorney, to direct the County Engineer to clean the Ottumwa boat ramp of debris and 
silt sufficient for fire department use, contingent upon approval of the Corps of Engineers to 
allow debris and fill to be left on site, seconded by Merry.  Motion carried. 
 
13. Cade Rensink, Coffey County Extension Agent updated the Board on noxious weeds in 
the State and County.  Rensink invited the Board to a Noxious Weed field day on Thursday, 
October 7, 2004 at 5:00 p.m.  The event is sponsored by the Extension Council and the Coffey 
County Conservation District and will focus on the noxious weed problem in Coffey County, 
specifically Sericea Lespedeza.  The event will be held 2 miles south and 2 miles east of Beto 
Junction on the corner of Old Hwy 50 and Oxen Road. 
 
14. Jo Ann Raaf, Coffey County Treasurer reported on a pending bankruptcy case regarding 
property tax. 
 
15. Crotts moved, upon the recommendation of the County Treasurer and approval of the 
County Attorney to accept the settlement proposal of Touch America Holdings, Inc., in 
Bankruptcy Case No. 03-11915(KJC) (Delaware District Court) related to property taxes, 
contingent on approval from the Kansas Board of Tax Appeals, seconded by Rowley.  Motion 
carried. 
 
16. The County Attorney requested an executive session. 
 
16a. Sipe moved to recess into executive session at 10:18 for 5 minutes, to include each of the 
Commissioners, the County Attorney, and the County Treasurer to discuss matters which would 
be deemed privileged in the attorney/client relationship, seconded by Merry.  Motion carried. 
 
17. The Board resumed regular session at 10:23 a.m. 
 
18. Raaf also apprised the Board of new banking laws that go into effect in October.  Raaf 
recommended that employees who do not use direct deposit should consider it at this time.  She 
suggested putting a flyer in the payroll envelopes describing the advantages.  The Board agreed. 
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19. Jon Hotaling, Economic Development Director presented and discussed the weekly 
report for the week of September 20, 2004. 
 
20. Item No. 95-29;  The deadline for Leadership Coffey County applications is 5:00 p.m. 
today, September 27th.  Hotaling has received enough applications to proceed with the 2004-
2005 class, with the first class/get acquainted picnic to be held October 14th. 
 
21. Item No. 96-3;  Hotaling continued to work with Wayne Symmonds on CDBG loan 
application for a Coffey County business.  He also submitted a public hearing notice for 
publication in the September 24th  “Republican”.  Hotaling provided additional information to 
the bank on the required financing commitment letter.  Wayne Symmonds will meet with the 
Commission 15 minutes prior to the public hearing at 10:45 a.m. on October 4th. 
 
22. Item No. 01-5;  Hotaling completed materials for the Kansas Leadership Forum 
conference including: annual review of activities, conference welcome, introduction of the 
Mayor of El Dorado, and the Secretary of State Ron Thornburgh, and business meeting agenda. 
 
23. Item No. 03-3;  Hotaling checked again with local banker on status of SBA loan for a 
local business.  He is still waiting for a closing date from SBA.  The loan has been approved and 
no more information is needed from the local business. 
 
24. Item No.04-3;  Wayne Symmonds has received additional information he requested on 
Charloma and will give his recommendation on October 4th when he meets with the 
Commission for the CDBG public hearing.  Hotaling started on tax abatement review/summary.  
Hotaling is waiting to receive additional information from the State.  He should have the review 
and recommendations for October 4th or 11th meeting. 
 
25. The Board also discussed options for incentive programs.  A public hearing has been 
scheduled for Monday, October 4, 2004 to discuss a CDBG grant application for a company 
expansion located in LeRoy, Kansas. 
 
26. Steve Lightle, Coffey County Housing Authority Director apprised the Board of the 
aggressive demolition program in Coffey County.  The program has demolished 18 dilapidated 
homes so far this year at an average cost of $2,100.00 per structure.  Lightle is requesting an 
additional $30,000.00 to bid out approximately 12 more structures in the County to be 
demolished.  The Board agreed to the request in an amount not to exceed $30,000.00 and to 
waive landfill fees for the houses and asked Lightle to bring back contracts for bids.  The funds 
will come from Community Improvement Funds. 
 
27. Sipe moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:21 a.m. until 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, September 28, 
2004 to sign warrants and vouchers and attend to other County business that may arise, seconded 
by Merry.  Motion carried. 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Response Not Required 
 
 1.  Hawver’s Capitol Report – Misc. dates 
 
 2.  Kansas State Historical Society – Letter regarding Plaza Theatre 
 
 3.  KAC – Letter regarding Financial Statement 
 

4.  ECKAN – Thank you 
 
5.  City of Gridley – Minutes of Sept. 7, 2004 
 
6.  Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture – Notice of Training 
 
7.  Council on Aging – Minutes of Sept. 5, 2004 
 
8.  NACo – Legislative Bulletin 
 
9.  Coffey County Library – Calendar of events 
 
10.  Coffey County Fire District No. 1 – Resolution 04-02 

 
Minutes, September 27, 2004 
 
Signed:     Attest: 
 
 
Chairman     County Clerk 
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