
1.   The Coffey County Commission Chambers opened at 8:00 a.m. Monday, 
September 16, 2002, to individually review correspondence.  Chairman Gene Merry 
called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with members Tim Sipe, Johnnie Sleezer, Fred 
Rowley, Jr., and Larry Crotts present.  Also present were Vernon Birk, Coffey County 
Clerk, Doug Witteman, Coffey County Attorney, and Mary Bloomer, Administrative 
Coordinator.   
 
2. Crotts moved to approve the minutes of September 9, 2002 as corrected, seconded 
by Rowley.  Motion carried.  Corrections were:  Monday, September 9, 2002, paragraph 
3c, change ‘Engineer’ to “Health Administrator”. 
 
3. Consent Agenda 
 

A. Upon the recommendation of the County Engineer, move to authorize and 
direct the Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll Notice for J. 
Douglas Stevenson, New Hire Equipment Operator, at a classification of 
MIIIa, and an hourly wage of $10.59, effective September 16, 2002.  The 
Road Supervisor requests a waiver of the reduction of $0.25, as a result of 
the time-in-step discussion with the Board last Monday. 

 
B. Upon the recommendation of the County Engineer, move to authorize and 

direct the Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll Notice for John 
Rolf, New Hire Equipment Operator, at a classification of MIIIa, and an 
hourly wage of $10.59, effective September 16, 2002.  The Road 
Supervisor requests a waiver of the reduction of $.25, as a result of the 
time-in-step discussion with the Board last Monday. 

 
C. Upon the recommendation of the County Engineer, move to authorize and 

direct the Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll Notice for Dennis 
Young, New Hire Driver, at a classification of MIIIc, and an hourly wage 
of $11.46, effective September 16, 2002.  The Road Supervisor requests a 
waiver of the reduction of $0.25 and starting at level “c” due to years of 
experience. 

 
D. Upon the recommendation of the County Sheriff, move to authorize and 

direct the Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll Notice for Erica 
Perez, New Hire S.T. Temp. Intern, at a classification of LEIa(-), at an 
hourly wage of $7.11, effective September 13, 2002. 
 

3 a. Sipe moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted, seconded by Sleezer.  
Motion carried. 
  
4. The County Election Officer presented a valid petition signed by qualified voters 
of Pleasant Township to purchase land to enlarge Strawn Cemetery. 
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4 a. Rowley moved, upon the presentation of petitions to submit to the qualified voters 
of Pleasant Township, a proposition to purchase approximately three (3) acres of land 
from the United States of America in order to enlarge Strawn Cemetery, with the cost of 
said purchase to be paid by Coffey County, Kansas, and upon the recommendation of the 
County Election Officer and approval of the County Attorney, move to order an election 
on said question be submitted to the qualified voters of Pleasant Township at the general 
election to be held on November 5, 2002, seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
5. Elysa Lovelady, Coffey County Appraiser, presented and discussed bids for a 
mid-size vehicle for the Appraiser’s department.  Bids presented after trade-in and 
discount: 
 
  Younie Motor Company (Malibu)  Crow-Moddie Ford (Taurus) 
 
Net  $13,394.00     $14,580.00 
  
 
6. The County Appraiser recommended that the best bid and the vehicle most suited 
to the purpose of field inspections is the Ford Taurus SE.  The Taurus allows for the 
center console to reverse, thus creating room for field review books on the front seat 
without the floor mounted gear shifter creating an obstacle, but indicated she would 
accept either vehicle. 
 
7. Following discussion, the Board chose to purchase the Chevrolet Malibu. 
 
7 a. Sleezer moved, upon the recommendation and approval of the County Attorney, 
to find that one (1) 1995 Chevrolet Lumina is no longer required and cannot prudently be 
used for public purposes of Coffey County, and as such, should be disposed or by trade-
in sale to Younie Motor Co., Burlington, Kansas.  The combined trade-in and discount is 
$5,291.00, seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried. 
 
7 b. Crotts moved, upon the recommendation and approval of the County Attorney, to 
accept the bid of Younie Motor Co., Burlington, Kansas, as being the best bid and 
purchase one (1) year 2003 Chevrolet Malibu 4-door Sedan, at a total cost of $13,394.00 
after trade-in and discounts, with funds to come from the General Fund, Appraiser – 
Capital Outlay Line, seconded by Sipe.  Motion carried. 
 
8. Lovelady also presented a GIS Technical Support Agreement with uR Solutions 
for Board approval. 
 
8 a. Sleezer moved, upon the recommendation of the County Appraiser and approval 
of the County Attorney as to form, to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the 
amended GIS Technical Support Agreement with uR Solutions, seconded by Sipe.  
Motion carried. 
 
9. Charles Huff, Chairman, Coffey County Council on Aging, met with the Board in 
regard to the scheduling of the Coffey County Public Transportation System.  The 
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complaints sent to KDOT by some of the clients of the transportation service dealt with 
overcrowding on shopping trips and prescheduled shopping or medical trips being 
cancelled without notification to the passenger.  John Jay Rosaker, Assistant Bureau 
Chief, Stacey Dove, Program Consultant, and James Van Sickel, Program Manager, all of 
KDOT, were present for the meeting.  Following discussion, it was suggested the KDOT 
representatives meet with the group to try to resolve the concerns.  The group proceeded 
to the basement meeting rooms.  Also present for the discussion were Coffey County 
Council on Aging board members Don Brinkman, Bill Walker, Dorothy McCormick, 
Marjorie True, Orville True, Millie Garrett and Jeanne Dody.  Others present were Clara 
Requa, Nelda Stitzel, V.M. King, Matilda Hawkins and Esther Townsend. 
 
10. Steve Lightle, Coffey County Housing Authority Director, met with the Board in 
regard to the monitoring performed by Tom Hastert of the State of Kansas on the 1999 
Home Grant.  The concerns raised by Hastert dealt primarily with lead based paint issues 
which will need to be addressed prior to Coffey County accessing its 2001 funds. Lightle 
informed the Board that he has been in contact with eight other Housing Authority 
Agencies who also participate in the HOME Partnership Housing Rehabilitation 
Program.  Beloit, Manhattan, Junction City, Salina, Parsons, Linn County, and Hill City 
are all having the same issues with the Kansas Department of Commerce and Housing.  
The Board requested Lightle inform the State of Kansas senators and representatives by 
sending a copy of Lightle’s letter to KDOCH in answering the issues raised by Hastert.  
Also present for this discussion were Robert Hyde and Bud Redding of the Housing 
Authority Board and clients Jeff and Emily Trayer. 
 
11. John Hotaling, Economic Development Director, presented and discussed the 
weekly report for the week of September 9th to September 13th, 2002. 
 
12. Item No. 95-29;  Hotaling provided applications to two candidates for the 2002-
2003 Leadership Coffey County program.  Hotaling said 10 citizens have requested 
applications. 
 
13. Item No. 97-6; Hotaling attended the Coffey County Manufacturer’s Association 
meeting at the Coffey County Airport on September 11, 2002.  Dan Dewald provided 
information on the upcoming “Field of Dreams Fly-In”, September 27th, 28th, and 29th at 
the airport.  Dewald also reviewed the flight training scholarship program and the 
progress of the students.  Darren Isch provided a tour of the facility after the meeting.  
The airport will be converting part of the upstairs lounge area into an FAA certified test 
center. 
 
14. Item No. 98-10;  Hotaling worked with Lynda Wilkinson, Executive Director of 
SEK, Inc., to coordinate an upcoming SEK, Inc. fundraiser.  Hotaling attended the SEK, 
Inc. legislative council meeting in Chanute.  A committee of the legislative council will 
design a membership survey on issues for the next legislature.  Jim Dahmen will research 
a possible speaker on mediation and conflict resolution for the next meeting.  Hotaling 
prepared a list of potential SEK, Inc. members from Coffey County. 
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15. Item No. 01-4;  Hotaling met with several business owners to discuss easement 
agreements for future murals.  Hotaling will get pertinent information to Coffey County 
Attorney, Doug Witteman. 
 
16. Item No. 01-5; Hotaling coordinated conference registrations, deposits, food 
orders, etc. for the KLF annual conference to be held in McPherson on September 17th & 
18th.  Hotaling sent information on to Ron Wilson at the Huck Boyd Institute for Rural 
Development and to the McPherson Chamber of Commerce. 
 
17. Item No. 021-1; Hotaling met with Sid Meeker and Doug VanderLinden to 
review operation of the BHS Multi-Media room.  Hotaling hosted the Small Business 
Facilitation E-Commerce Seminar on Thursday, September 12th.  Darren Goodrun, Scott 
Jeffers and Sam Robinson were presenters and all did an excellent job.  Surveys of the 
20+ attendees were very positive.  The next class on Advanced E-Bay & Digital Camera 
Operation will be held on September 26th at 7 p.m. 
 
18. Hotaling met with Wayne Symmonds and a county manufacturer to discuss 
private financing options for new equipment.  Programs discussed included SBA 504, 
SBA 7A, and USDA guaranteed loans. 
 
19. Hub Caspar, Coffey County Engineer, presented the weekly report dated 
September 16, 2002.  Robert Reed, Road Supervisor, was also present.  
 
20. Item No. 93-01; Road Permits Report:  One Road Permit was issued during the 
past week.  
 
21. Item No. 99-99; Zoning Permit/Applications Report:  No Zoning Permits were 
issued during the past week. 
 
22. Item No. 2002-24; Culvert Pipe:  Review Bids and make Award. 
 
 Bids presented: 
 
  

VENDOR BID 
Welborn Sales $43,328.20 
J & J Metal Products Co. $44,571.60 
Burlington Building Materials $57,296.10 

 
 
22 a. Rowely moved, based upon the recommendation of the County Engineer, that the 
bid submitted by Welborn Sales for galvanized culvert pipe be approved as being the best 
bid and that award be made to Welborn Sales according to the terms of the bid at a cost 
of $43,328.20 to be paid from the Road and Bridge Fund, seconded by Sipe.  Motion 
carried. 
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23. The Board will sign warrants and vouchers on September 27th, 2002 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
24. Sipe moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:51 a.m., seconded by Rowley.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Response Required 
 

1. City of New Strawn – Letter regarding public meeting on Burlington proposed 
water rate increases. 

2. KDOCH – Letter regarding use of 2001 HOME funds for Homeowner 
Rehabilitation Activities pending capacity to deliver federal regulation and 
concerns in 1999 funding review. 

3. Kirkham Michael – Notice of grand opening 
4. Coffey County Housing Authority – Letter regarding HOME Rehabilitation 

Grant 
5. Coffey County Housing Authority – Letter regarding work in progress 
6. Andrew Corporation – Letter regarding reduction of balloon payment by 

employment certification. 
7. S.O.S. Inc. – Letter regarding Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 

 
Response Not Required 
 

8. Corps of Engineers – Public Notices 
9. Hawver’s Capitol Report – 9-7 
10. City of Gridley – Minutes of 9-3-2002 
11. City of Lebo – Minutes of 8-5-02; 7-1-02; 6-3-02; 5-6-02; 4-1-02; 3-12-02; 

and 3-4-02 
12. City of LeRoy – Minutes of 9-2-02; 8-12-02; 8-5-02; 7-30-02; and 7-1-02. 
13. Kansas League of Municipalities – Newsletter of 9-13-02. 

 
Minutes, September 16, 2002 
 
Signed:     Attest: 
 
 
 
Chairman     County Clerk 
 
 


