
1. The Coffey County Commission Chambers opened at 8:00 a.m. Monday, September 11, 
2000, to individually review correspondence.  Chairman Gene Merry called the meeting to order 
at 9:00 a.m. with members Tim Sipe, Bill Knapp, Johnnie Sleezer, and Perry Powell present.  
County Clerk Vernon Birk, County Attorney Doug Witteman and Administrative Coordinator 
Mary Bloomer were also present.  WCNOC Representative Tammy Moore and Coffey County 
Republican editor Mark Petterson were present for part of the meeting.  
 
2. Knapp moved to approve the minutes of September 5, 2000, as written, seconded by 
Sleezer.  Motion carried. 
 
3. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A.  Upon the recommendation of the Sheriff and approval of the County Attorney as to 
form, authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the Agreement between the Unified Government 
of Wyandotte County/Kansas City, Kansas, and Coffey County, Kansas, for the housing of 
inmates in the Coffey County Department of Corrections. 
 

B.  Upon the recommendation of the County Engineer, move to authorize and direct the 
Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll Notice for Dean Haney, upon completion of IPP.  
Haney is an Equipment Operator for the Sign and Pipe Crew.  There is a change in classification 
from M-II-d(-) to M-III-a and a change in the hourly rate from $8.72/hour to $10.13/hour. 
 

C.  Upon the recommendation of the Economic Development Director, move to authorize 
and direct the Chairman to sign the Membership Application form for Eastern Kansas Economic 
Development Group, Inc. designating Jon Hotaling, Economic Development Director, as the 
Coffey County representative. 
 

D.  Upon the recommendation of the Coffey County Housing Authority Board, move to 
authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the Kansas HOME Investment Partnerships Program 
Authorized Signature Designation Form. 
 

E.  Upon the recommendation of Steve Lightle, Director, Coffey County Housing 
Authority, move to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign Quarterly Progress Report No. 5 
for Contract No. M98SC200122. 
 

F.  Upon the recommendation of Steve Lightle, Director, Coffey County Housing 
Authority, move to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign Quarterly Progress Report No. 6 
for Contract No. M98SC200122. 
 
3a. Sleezer moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted, seconded by Sipe.  Motion 
carried. 
 
4. Sipe moved to consent to a second extension of the Proclamation of a State of Local 
Disaster Emergency originally declared by the Chairman on August 28, 2000, due to extreme dry 
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conditions for an indefinite period of time until further action by the Board of County 
Commissioners, Coffey County, Kansas, seconded by Sleezer.  Motion carried. 
 
5. Sipe moved upon the request of the USD #244 School Board and recommendation of 
Doug Vander Linden, USD #244 Director of Educational Technology, to authorize and direct the 
Chairman to sign the Letter Agreement regarding the placement of a microwave antennae on the 
County’s tower, seconded by Sleezer.  Motion carried. 
 
6. Susan Mueller, County Health Administrator, reported on the Environmental Secretary 
position.  Mueller said she has reviewed eight applications including one in-house which she is 
considering.  Mueller will discuss this with the Department Head of the in-house applicant.  
Mueller requested permission to have a display case, for informational flyers, outside the entry 
of the Environmental Health office.  The Board approved her request.   Mueller reported 1,000 
doses of flu vaccine will be at her office on November 22, 2000.  Her department is also 
beginning a Hepatitis B campaign and will have Hepatitis B vaccine available for 17 year old 
students of USD 243 and 245 schools, for this school year and USD 244 next year.  Mueller also 
advised the Board she would be receiving a health alert pager. 
 
7. Becky Jewett, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, met with the Board to discuss 
placing a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Weather Radio 
Transmitter in Coffey County.  Area residents would be able to receive severe weather 
advisories directly from the National Weather Service in their homes and businesses.  There is a 
FEMA grant available for up to 75% of the full cost of installation of the transmitter.  The 1,000 
watt transmitter would cover not only Coffey County, but large portions of the surrounding 
counties.  The Board approved pursuing the grant in the interest of the health and safety of the 
public. 
 
8. The Board will sign warrants and vouchers for the month of September on Thursday, 
September 28, 2000, at 8:30 a.m. 
 
9. Charles Huff, President, and Bill Walker, Coffey County Council on Aging, met with the 
Board to update them on a 30' x 70' building the council will be constructing in the near future.  
The building will be to house the public transportation busses and will include a 13'x23' dispatch 
office.  The Council has leased land from Burlington City, directly northeast of the former 
KDOT building on Cross Street.  Mr. Huff said they are planning to have the building in use by 
January 1, 2001. 
 
10. Jon Hotaling, Economic Development Director, introduced Diana Gunlock, Coffey 
County Employment Program Director. Gunlock updated the Board on her activities.  Gunlock 
said from January 31, 2000 to present she has had 247 calls and visitors in her office and 
numerous calls at home and on her cell phone.  Gunlock is currently working with One Stop 
Career Center in Emporia to coordinate employment and training services for youth and 
employers in Coffey County.  Gunlock is also planning to offer various training workshops to 
Coffey County employers, employees, and job seekers.  She also recommended a Guide to 
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Success in the Workplace, “30 Ways to Shine as a New Employee” by Denise Bissonnette, 
“Fish” by Steven C. Lundin, Ph.D, Harry Paul and John Christensen, and “Who Moved My 
Cheese” by Spencer Johnson, M.D., all of which are motivational books about 
employees/employment. 
 
11. Hotaling also presented the weekly report for the week of September 5th to September 
8th and the loan fund reports for August 2000. 
 
12. Item No. 95-3; Hotaling met with Richard Bell of Country Critters to review business 
operations and future plans. 
 
13. Item No. 95-8; Hotaling mailed listings from the 1998 Tri-County Business Directories to 
all city clerks in the County for review, revision, updating, etc.  Upon receiving the revised and 
updated data, the Coffey County section of the directory will be updated prior to the next Tri-
County Economic Development meeting, in Yates Center, on October 17, 2000. 
 
14. Item No. 95-9; Hotaling attended the Coffey County Strategic Planning Committee 
meeting at the Coffey County Hospital conference room.  Steve Lightle, new Director of the 
Coffey County Housing Authority, attended the meeting and reported on activities on CCHA.  
Business activity and community events are geared up for a busy fall according to reports from 
each community representative in attendance. 
 
15. Item No. 95-25; A citizen of Blue Rapids, KS, interested in tourism development 
requested information on Coffey County tourism.  Hotaling mailed her promotional brochures, 
information on the Governors Classic, and several newspaper articles on Coffey County 
attractions, County maps, etc. 
 
16. Item No. 96-5; Hotaling received information from City Clerk, Dan Allen, on procedure 
to have temporary electrical service installed at the Coffey County spec building.  Prospect 
interested in the building is planning to meet with the County Commission on September 18, 
2000 at 10:30 a.m. 

 
17. Item No. 97-6; Hotaling mailed out Coffey County Manufacturers Association agendas 
and minutes from the June meeting.  The next meeting will be held at the Coffey County 
Hospital on September 13, 2000.  Monique Burns, Project Director for the 21st Century 
Community Learning Center, will be the luncheon speaker. 
 
18. Item No. 97-12; Hotaling met with a citizens group in LeRoy and toured the former home 
of Governor Leedy.  Hotaling provided the group information on Kansas Department of 
Commerce & Housing Travel and Tourism Division, Tourism Attraction Development Grants 
and information on the KSU Community Service Program. 
 
19. Sipe moved to recess into Executive Session at 10:54 a.m. for 15 minutes to include each 
of the Commissioners, the County Attorney, and the Economic Development Director, to discuss 
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matters which would be deemed privileged in the attorney/client relationship, seconded by 
Sleezer.  Motion carried. 
 
20. The Board resumed regular session at 11:09 a.m. 
 
21. Robert Reed, Road Supervisor, and John Zuern, Administrative Assistant, presented the 
weekly report dated September 11, 2000.  Hub Caspar, County Engineer, was unable to attend 
due to another commitment. 
 
22. Item No. 93-01; Road Permit Report: Two Road Permits were issued during the past 
week. 
 
23. Item No. 99-99; Zoning Permit/Applications Report: No Zoning Permits were issued 
during the past week. 
 
24. Item No. 2000-26; Equipment Purchase: The County Attorney reported that the County 
has until October 16, 2000 to notify John Deere if Coffey County wishes to exercise the 5-year 
buy back program.  At that time the trade-in value will be available and a decision on buy back 
can be made. 
 
25. Knapp moved to recess into Executive Session at 11:36 a.m. for 5 minutes to include 
each of the Commissioners and the County Attorney to discuss matters which would be deemed 
privileged in the attorney/client relationship, seconded by Powell.  Motion carried. 
 
26. The Board resumed regular session at 11:41 a.m. 
 
27.   Sleezer moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:43 a.m., seconded by Knapp.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Response Optional 
 
1.  KDHE - Notice of Conference 
 
Response not Required 
 
2.  Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation - News Statement - September 7, 2000 
 
3.  City of Burlington - Minutes - August 16, 2000 
4.  National Electrical Contractors Association - 2000 Membership Directory 
 
5.  Tower Sentry - Subscriber All Events Report 
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6.  KDOCH - Newsletter, Fall 2000 
 
 
Minutes, September 11, 2000 
 
Signed:       Attest: 
 
 
 
 
Chairman       County Clerk 
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