
1.   The Coffey County Commission Chambers opened at 8:00 a.m. Monday, 
September 3, 2002, to individually review correspondence.  Chairman Gene Merry called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with members Tim Sipe, Johnnie Sleezer, Fred Rowley, 
Jr., and Larry Crotts present.  Also present were Vernon Birk, Coffey County Clerk, 
Doug Witteman, Coffey County Attorney, and Mary Bloomer, Administrative 
Coordinator.   
 
2. Sleezer moved to approve the minutes of August 26, 2002 as written, seconded by 
Rowley.  Motion carried. 
 
3. Rowley moved to approve the minutes of August 29, 2002 as written, seconded 
by Sipe.  Motion carried. 
 
4. Consent Agenda 
 

A. Approve the request of funds from the Kansas Silver Haired Legislature, 
Inc. in the amount of $200.00. 

 
B. Move to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the letter to Dan 

Andrews regarding support for a grant application. 
 

C. Upon the request of the Coffey County Housing Authority Board, move to 
authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the Real Estate Mortgage 
Release, acknowledging satisfaction in full debt secured by Wayne H. 
Wallace and Pamelia A. Wallace, regarding the Northeast Quarter of 
Section 17, Township 19, South of Range 16, East of the 6th Principal 
Meridian.   
 

4 a. Crotts moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted, seconded by Sipe.  
Motion carried. 
  
5. Sipe moved to approve the contract by and between the Board of County 
Commissioners of Coffey County, Kansas and the Mental Health Center of East Central 
Kansas, Inc. for the period of January 1, 2003 through December 31, 2003, upon 
approval of the County Attorney as to form, seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
6. The County Attorney made some general comments regarding the proposed loan 
package for Kansas Assemblies, Inc. 
 
7. Becky Jewett, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, presented the monthly 
report for the month of August.  Jewett also introduced Teri Hoffay and recommended 
her as a New Hire Radiological Officer. 
 
7 a. Sipe moved, upon the recommendation of the Emergency Preparedness 
Coordinator, to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll 
Notice for Teri Hoffay, as New Hire Radiological Officer, at a classification of TP-IV 
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and a monthly wage of $2,083.33, effective September 3, 2002, seconded by Rowley.  
Motion carried. 
 
8. Jewett also briefly discussed the color weather radar. 
 
9. Todd Bemis, Noxious Weed Director, reported Wolf Creek has requested a trailer 
from the Recycling Department be located at the plant for recycled cardboard.  The 
Board directed Bemis to keep track of the tonnage received and agreed to a trial basis for 
the project for the remainder of 2002 and to re-evaluate at the end of the year. 
 
10. The Board also discussed the concrete work to be done to accommodate the new 
recycling baler.  Bemis was directed to get competitive bids and proceed with the project. 
 
11. Sericea Lespezeda was also discussed, including notifying landowners of a 
problem with noxious weeds and possibly taking legal action on the infested areas.  
Michael Lawrence was present for this discussion. 
 
12. Monique Burns and Stephanie Hall, Project Directors for USD 244 21st Century 
Community Learning Center and USD 245 21st Century Community Learning Center, 
respectively, updated the Board on the activities of the project. 
 
13. Jon Hotaling, Economic Development Director, and Garry DeSloover, Kansas 
Assemblies, Inc., updated the Board on the progress of Kansas Assemblies, Inc. 
 
13 a. Crotts moved, upon the approval of the County Attorney as to form, to authorize 
and direct the Chairman to sign the Loan Agreement and related documents for Kansas 
Assemblies, Inc., seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried. 
 
14. The County Attorney will follow up with collection of all signatures regarding the 
loan documents. 
 
15. Hotaling presented and explained the weekly report for the week of August 26th to 
August 30th, 2002. 
 
16. Item No. 95-9; Hotaling prepared and mailed out agendas for the Coffey County 
Strategic Planning Committee meeting to be held September 4, 2002 at the Coffey 
County Hospital. 
 
17. Item No. 95-21; Hotaling participated in WCNOC E-Plan drill by serving as PIO 
at the Information Clearinghouse in Topeka.  The overall IC operations were good.  Some 
minor corrections were needed on some news statements.  The news statements were 
reviewed and put out in a speedy fashion. 
 
18. Item No  95-29; Hotaling mailed out the applications for Leadership Coffey 
County 2002-2003 program to 3 citizens. 
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19. Item No. 98-10; Hotaling attended the organizational meeting for the SEK, Inc. 
Legislative Council with Commissioner Merry.  The SEK, Inc. Legislative Council will 
present possible legislation on 2 key issues that affect the economy of Southeast Kansas.  
These issues will be recommended to the Legislative Council from the other SEK, Inc. 
Councils.  The SEK, Inc. Legislative Council will also have members available to lobby 
legislators on issues relating to Southeast Kansas. 
 
20. Item No. 02-1; Hotaling met with Sid Meeker, Executive Director of the Coffey 
County Chamber of Commerce, for the final review of the Small Business Facilitation E-
Commerce Seminars.  The seminars are scheduled for September 12th, September 26th, 
October 10th and October 24th.  The classes will be held from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
Burlington High School Media Room. 
 
21. Item No. 02-2;  Hotaling reviewed the documents for the Kansas Assemblies, Inc. 
loan.  Hotaling also reviewed invoices and logged in amounts for disbursement of loan 
proceeds to various vendors.   
 
22. Hotaling set up an appointment with Wayne Symmonds to meet with a county 
manufacturer researching financing available to purchase some new equipment.  The 
company is not interested in a loan from Coffey County but would like more information 
on RDA and SBA financing programs. 
 
23. Hub Caspar, County Engineer, presented the weekly report dated September 3, 
2002.  Also present were Robert Reed, Road Supervisor, John Zuern, Administrative 
Assistant, and Jeff Beyer, Landfill Supervisor. 
 
24. Item No. 93-01; Road Permits Report:  No Road Permits were issued during the 
past week. 
 
25. Item No. 99-99; Zoning Permit/Applications Report:  No Zoning Permits were 
issued during the past week. 
 
26. Item No. 99-13; Landfill:  Request authorization to solicit bids for a Track Loader 
with trade-in. 
 
26 a. Sleezer moved to approve the County Engineer’s request to solicit bids for a 
Track Loader to be used at the Landfill and trade-in the 1989 Cat 963C (L-010) Track 
Loader now being used at the Landfill, seconded by Sipe.  Motion carried. 
 
27. Item No. 2002-06; Fall Clean-up Week:  Recommend the week of October 14th, 
2002. 
 
28. Sipe moved to designate October 14 through October 19, 2002, inclusive, as 
“clean-up week” in Coffey County and to provide free Landfill Service for residents, 
excluding commercial haulers, seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
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29. Caspar also recommended a program called Kansas County Road Scholar 
Program.  Caspar said he is involved with the program due to the shortage of County 
Engineers across the state.  The goal of the program is to enhance the knowledge of 
general public works maintenance and construction methods and safety practices. 
 
30. Jon Hotaling reported the Coffey County Lake is getting lower at the rate of 
approximately ½ inch per day and if it continues, it is possible the boat ramp will need to 
be closed within a week or two. 
 
31. The County Attorney updated the Board on legal matters. 
 
32. The County Clerk and the County Attorney also acknowledged receiving a valid 
petition from Pleasant Township to submit a proposition to the qualified voters of 
Pleasant Township to enlarge Strawn Cemetery, with the cost of said purchase to be paid 
by Coffey County, Kansas. 
 
33. Sipe moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:48 a.m., seconded by Sleezer.  Motion 
carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Response Required 
 

1. COF Training Services, Inc. – Letter requesting letter of support for grant. 
 
2. Fourth Judicial District – Letter regarding fingerprint processing fees. 

 
Response Optional 
 

3. University of Kansas – Notice of Seminar 
 
Response Not Requires 
 

4. Hawver’s Capital Report – 8-24; 8-26; 8-30 
 
5. NRC – Letter regarding midcycle performance review and inspection plan – 

Wolf Creek Generating Station 
 

6. Corps of Engineers – Public Notices 
 
Minutes, September 3, 2002 
 
Signed:     Attest: 
 
 
Chairman     County Clerk 
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