
1.   The Coffey County Commission Chambers opened at 8:00 a.m. Monday, August 
5, 2002, to individually review correspondence.  Chairman Gene Merry called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with members Tim Sipe, Johnnie Sleezer, Fred Rowley, Jr., 
and Larry Crotts present.  Also present were Angie Kirchner, Budgetary Accounting 
Specialist I, Doug Witteman, Coffey County Attorney, Mary Bloomer, Administrative 
Coordinator, and Wendy C. Bogue, KSNP.  Vernon Birk, Coffey County Clerk, was 
conducting an Election School. 
 
2. Harley Schlotterbeck of Hutinett, Schlotterbeck and Burns, called to inform the 
Board that the levy dropped to just under 37 mills due to some revenue that was missed.  
The publication will be here today. 
 
3. Rowley moved to approve the minutes of Monday, July 29, 2002, as corrected, 
seconded by Sleezer.  Motion carried 4-yes, 1 abstention, Sipe.  Corrections were:  July 
29, 2002, paragraph 29, delete “Commissioner Rowley” and replace with “County 
Engineer, Hub Caspar,” delete “with the County Engineer” after ‘discussion’, delete 
“Caspar’s” after ‘supported’ and replace with “current”.   
 
4. Sipe moved to approve the minutes of Friday, August 2, 2002 as corrected, 
seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried.  Corrections were:  August 2, 2002, paragraph 3, 
before ‘vehicles’ add “Sheriff’s.” 
 
5. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Upon the request of Rock Creek Realty Insurance, Inc. and approval of the 
County Attorney as to form, move to authorize and direct the Chairman to 
sign the EMC Insurance Company Statement of Values. 

 
B.  Upon the request of Rock Creek Realty Insurance, Inc., and approval of the 

County Attorney as to form, move to authorize and direct the Chairman to 
sign the EMC Insurance Company Rejection of Uninsured/Underinsured 
Motorist Protection Coverage form. 

 
C. Upon the recommendation of Susan Mueller, County Health Administrator, 

move to accept the resignation of Kristin Varner-Lee, effective August 14, 
2002, and approve the advertisement for a Healthy Start Home Visitor, a part 
time position of less than 60 hours a month. 

 
D. Upon the request of the Coffey county Housing Authority Board move to 

authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the Real Estate Mortgage release, 
acknowledging satisfaction in full debt secured by Ellen L. Gaddis, regarding 
Lot 3 and the South ½ of Lot 4, Block 29, McFadden’s Third Addition to the 
City of Waverly. 

 
E. Upon the request of the Coffey County Housing Authority Board move to 

authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the Real Estate Mortgage Release, 
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acknowledging satisfaction in full debt secured by Alice M. Sleezer, regarding 
Lots 1,2 and 3 in Block 125, in the City of Burlington. 

 
7. Sleezer moved to approve the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Sipe.  
Motion carried. 
 
8. Rebecca Jewett, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, met with the Board  to 
request an Executive Session regarding personnel matters including each of the 
Commissioners, Coffey County Attorney, Doug Witteman, Coffey County Clerk, Vernon 
Birk, and Administrative Coordinator, Mary Bloomer.  
 
9. Crotts moved to recess into Executive Session at 9:18 a.m. for 10 minutes to 
include each of the Commissioners, the County Attorney, Rebecca Jewett, Mary 
Bloomer, and Vernon Birk to discuss matters which would be deemed privileged in the 
attorney/client relationship, seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried. 
 
10.  The Board resumed regular session at 9:28 a.m. 
 
11. Donna Williams, City Clerk of Waverly, met with the Board to present the City of 
Waverly Comprehensive Plan and to discuss infrastructure money for future Waverly 
projects. 
 
12. Commissioner Sleezer left the meeting at approximately 9:40 a.m. due to another 
commitment. 
 
13. Rowley moved to recess into Executive Session at 9:52 a.m. for 5 minutes to 
include each of the Commissioners, the County Attorney, and the Emergency 
Preparedness Coordinator to discuss matters that would be deemed privileged in the 
attorney/client relationship, seconded by Sipe.  Motion carried. 
 
13a. Commissioner Sleezer returned to the meeting at approximately 9:55 a.m. 
 
14. The Board resumed regular session at 9:57 a.m. 
 
15. Jewett also provided the Board with her monthly report. 
 
16. LeRoy Weldner, member of the Coffey County Fair Board, presented the 
projected cost estimates for the Phase II Improvements (sheep barn, wash rack, etc.).  
Other members present were Warren Bell and Dennis Polson. 
 
17.  Rowley moved to support the Phase II portion of the Coffey County Fair Board 
construction plan with the funding split over 2002-2003 budget years, seconded by 
Merry.  Motion carried.    
 
18. Jim Hess met with the Board to follow up on his complaint regarding officers of 
the Sheriff’s department.  Sheriff Randy Rogers was present for the discussion. 
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19. Jon Hotaling, Economic Development Director, presented his report for the week 
of July 29th to August 2nd, 2002. 
 
20. Item No. 95-25;  Hotaling finalized Governor’s Classic trophy presentation 
ceremony to be held at 12 noon, Tuesday, August 6th at the Coffey County Hospital.  
Harland Priddle & Chuck Kreiser will present the trophy to Dennis George, Vic Blaufuss 
and Roger Teal.  Hotaling inspected new nameplates for the trophy designed by Trophies 
& Things. 

 
21. Item No. 96-3;  Hotaling met with Darla Price, Kansas Department of Commerce 
& Housing, Wayne Symmonds, Eastern Kansas Economic Development Group and 
Shane Sutherland of Mid-American Machine.  Reviewed Mid-American Machine’s 
employment report for the past 12 months.  Darla Price provided information on job 
training assistance available through Kansas Department of Commerce & Housing and 
Wayne Symmonds discussed SBA business financing programs. 
 
22. Item No. 98-6;  Hotaling attended the Southeast Kansas Regional Planning 
Commission Executive Committee meeting in Chanute.  As Treasurer, Hotaling stayed 
after the meeting to sign checks. 

 
23. Item No. 98-10;  Hotaling updated Coffey County information for the SEK, Inc. 
website.  He will take information and a list of ten major employers to the SEK, Inc. 
meeting in Pittsburg on Friday, August 9th. 

 
24. Item No. 02-1;  Hotaling met with Sid Meeker to finalize enterprise facilitation 
seminars to be held in September and October.  He confirmed Lisa Brumbaugh of the 
Emporia State University Small Business Development Center, Wayne Symmonds of the 
Eastern Kansas Economic Development Group and Kent Hoyt of Burlington Tax & 
Financial Center as presenters for the October seminars. 

 
25. Hotaling met with a Coffey County business owner to review financing package 
for possible expansion of Coffey County operations.  A large corporation is going to 
order a large number of the products to be produced by the Coffey County company. 
 
26. Hotaling requested an Executive Session to discuss trade secrets and financial 
matters of a corporation. 
 
27. Sleezer moved to recess into Executive Session at 10:46 a.m. for 10 minutes to 
include each of the Commissioners, the County Attorney, and Jon Hotaling to discuss 
confidential data relating to financial or trade secrets of a corporation, seconded by 
Rowley.  Motion carried. 
 
28.  The Board resumed regular session at 10:56 a.m. 
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29. Hub Caspar, County Engineer, presented the weekly report dated August 5, 2002.  
Robert Reed, Road Supervisor, and John Zuern, Administrative Assistant, were also 
present.   
 
30. Item No. 93-01; Road Permit Report:  One Road Permit was issued during the 
past week. 
 
31. Item No. 99-99; Zoning Permit /Applications Report:  No Zoning Permits were 
issued during the past week.  
 
32. Item No. 99-13; Landfill:  Update on Vertical Expansion Closure:  Thickness and 
Soil Tests August 19, 2002. 
 
33. Item No. 2002-20;  Bridge Steel:  Bid opening August 21 @ 2:00 p.m. for B89 
Steel. 
 
34. Item No. 2002-21;  Personnel:  Request authorization to advertise for two (2) 
equipment operators. 
 
35. Sleezer moved to approve the County Engineer’s request to advertise for two (2) 
equipment operators to fill two existing positions that will be vacant due to resignations, 
seconded by Sipe.  Motion carried. 
 
36. Upon approval of the County Attorney as to form, Sleezer moved to adopt 
Resolution No. 650-D, A RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 650-C, A 
RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE PROPERTY TAXATION POLICY OF THE 
BOARD OF COFFEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS WITH RESPECT TO 
FINANCING THE 2003 ANNUAL BUDGET FOR COFFEY COUNTY, KANSAS, 
seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried. 
 
37. Sleezer moved to approve the 2003 Coffey County Budget for publication, 
seconded by Merry.  Motion carried. 
 
38. Crotts moved to adjourn at 11:45 a.m. until Friday, August 9, 2002 at 8:30 a.m. 
for canvassing the election results and other county business that may arise, seconded by 
Sleezer.  Motion carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Response Required 
  

1. KDOT – Letter regarding Coffey County Council on Aging. 
 

Response Optional 
 
 2.  KCAMP – Notice of Seminar. 
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Response Not Required 
 

3. Hawver’s Capitol Journal – 7-29; 7-30; 8-1; 8-2 
 
4. City of Gridley – Minutes of July 29, 2002 

 
5. Coffey County Historical Museum – Newsletter. 

 
6. Bill Lindle – e-mail regarding Bob Hyskey. 

 
Minutes, August 5, 2002 
 
Signed:     Attest: 
 
 
 
Chairman     County Clerk 

 


