
1. The Coffey County Commission Chambers opened at 8:00 a.m. Monday, July 21, 
2003, to individually review correspondence.  Chairman Gene Merry called the meeting 
to order at 9:00 a.m. with members Fred Rowley, Jr., Tim Sipe, R. Kraig Kirchner and 
Larry Crotts present.  Also present were Vernon Birk, Coffey County Clerk, and Mary 
Bloomer, Administrative Coordinator.  Present for part of the meeting were Mark 
Petterson, The Coffey County Republican, and Gene Rohr. 
 
2. Crotts moved to approve the minutes of Monday, July 14, 2003, as corrected, 
seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried, 4-yes, 0-no, 1-abstained, Merry.  Corrections 
were:  Monday, July 14, 2003, paragraph 2, replace ‘Rowley’ with “Crotts” in first 
sentence.  Paragraph 16, begin sentence with “Hotaling”.  ‘Unbold’ paragraphs “21., 21 
a., 21 b., and 24.”. 
 
3. Consent Agenda: 
 

A. Move to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll  
Notice for CSA compensation for Darla Jones as Acting Department Head for 
the month of July 2003, in the amount of $60.58. 

  
B. Upon the recommendation of the Sheriff, move to authorize and direct the  

Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll Notice for Alexandra Corbin 
upon completion of IPP at a classification of T/P IIa and an hourly wage of 
$11.04, effective July 1, 2003. 

  
C. Upon the request of the Coffey County Housing Authority Board, move to  

authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the Real Estate Mortgage release, 
acknowledging satisfaction in full the debt secured by Kevin L. and Lori 
Hoskins, regarding Lot 8, Block 128, Burlington, Kansas. 

 
D. Move to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign 1 abatement to the  

Treasurer’s tax roll in the amount of $118.56. 
 
3 a. Sipe moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted, seconded by Kirchner.  
Motion carried. 
 
4. The Board reviewed a voucher from RWD #2 for payment of grant funds.  The 
voucher was for a project done in 2002.  The Board felt they would be setting a precedent 
and will put it on the Consent Agenda next week for approval of a letter to be sent to the 
Coffey County RWD #2 regarding their decision. 
 
5. Chairman Merry reported on the Southeast Kansas County Officials meeting he 
and other Coffey County elected officials attended last week.  The report led to 
discussion of the new streamlined sales tax bill which went into effect recently as well as 
several other County issues.  Senator Derek Schmidt, District 17, as well as Chairman 
Merry, was interviewed by Channel 7 News at the meeting regarding streamlined sales 
tax. 
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6. Elysa Lovelady, Coffey County Appraiser, met with the Board for her annual 
employee review. 
 
6 a. Rowley moved to recess into Executive Session at 10:08 a.m. for 20 minutes to 
include each of the Commissioners and the County Appraiser to discuss personnel 
matters of non-elected personnel, seconded by Kirchner.  Motion carried. 
 
7. The Board resumed regular session at 10:28 a.m. 
 
8. Sipe moved to re-enter Executive Session at 10:30 a.m. for 15 minutes with the 
same people for the same reasons, seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
9. The Board resumed regular session at 10:45 a.m. 
 
10. Jon Hotaling, Economic Development Director, introduced Nancy Jesse, Coffey 
County Employment Program Coordinator.  Jesse gave a brief overview of the recent 
happenings in the employment program.  Jesse is in the Economic Development office in 
the lower level of the courthouse on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m.  Jesse also presented and discussed a seven-page report on the Coffey County 
Employment program.  She said her goal is to assist individuals in obtaining the best 
possible employment opportunity available. 
 
11. Hotaling also presented and discussed the report for the week of July 14, 2003. 
 
12. Item No. 95-25; Hotaling attended the Kansas Wildscape wrap-up session for the 
2003 Governor’s Classic event.  Boat launching, registration, etc. went smoother this year 
than any of the previous six years.  They could have launched another thirty within the 
time constraints.  The committee will consider starting the kid’s fishing tournament while 
the boats are out and end the kid’s fishing just before boats return.  They had 33 boats 
this year and have a goal of 40+ for next year.  The date of the 2004 Governor’s Classic 
Golf and Fishing Tournaments will be June 10th and 11th. 
 
13. Item No. 95-25; Hotaling met with a marketing representative to discuss 
publishing a monthly calendar of events similar to the Coffey County web site calendar. 
 
14. Item No. 97-7; Hotaling attended the Coffey County Chamber of Commerce After 
5 networking social in Kelley Park.  Hotaling spoke to several chamber members 
concerning government restrictions on their businesses (mainly state and federal 
governments). 
 
15. Item No. 98-7; Hotaling attended the SEK Tourism Region (SEKTR) meeting at 
the Coffey County Museum.  Scott Allegrucci, Director of the Kansas Travel and 
Tourism Division of the Kansas Department of Commerce & Housing, presented 
information on the Division’s upcoming plans and the Lieutenant Governor’s Prosperity 
Summit regional meeting in Chanute on August 12th.  Hotaling also discussed the 

 {PAGE  } 



SEKTR cooperative ad for the Kansas Travel Guide for 2004.  About thirty members 
from ten southeast Kansas counties were in attendance. 
 
16. Item No. 01-4; Hotaling provided draft access and easements to Mary Bloomer, 
Administrative Coordinator, for mural projects in Burlington and New Strawn.  
Agreements should be signed and filed in the Register of Deeds office by the end of next 
week. 
 
17. Nancy Jesse, of the Coffey County Employment Program, and Hotaling 
interviewed two excellent candidates to serve as 4-H Ambassador for 2003-2005.  Both 
candidates were well prepared for the interviews and will serve as co-Ambassadors. 
 
18. Hotaling also submitted a full-time equivalent employee yearly report for Mid-
America Machine and Equipment, LLC. 
 
19. Robert Reed, Road Supervisor, presented the weekly report dated July 21, 2003. 
 
20. Item No. 93-01; Road Permits Report:  One Road Permit was issued during the 
past week. 
 
21. Item No. 99-99; Zoning Permits/Applications Report:  No Zoning Permits were 
issued during the past week. 
 
22. Item No. 99-13; Landfill:  Request authorization to hire S.T. Temp for August 
2003 – May 2004 to work first and third Saturdays of each month. 
 
22 a. Merry moved to approve the County Engineers request to advertise for one S.T. 
Temp at the Landfill from August 2003 to May 2004 to work the first and third Saturdays 
of each month, seconded by Kirchner.  Motion carried. 
 
23. Crotts moved to approve Resolution No. 618-ae, A RESOLUTION 
COMMENCING PROCEEDINGS TO VACATE HILLTOP LANE AS SHOWN ON 
THE RECORDED COUNTRY ESTATE II PLAT AND GIVING NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING THEREON, seconded by Kirchner.  Motion carried. 
 
24. Reed also submitted the Construction Zone Report for the week of July 21, 2003. 
 
25. John Zuern, Administrative Assistant, Jeff Beyer, Landfill Supervisor, and Dr. 
Donald Braun were also present for the discussion. 
 
26. Sipe moved to recess into Executive Session at 11:30 a.m. for 5 minutes to 
include each of the Commissioners to discuss personnel matters of non-elected personnel, 
seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried. 
 
27. The Board came out of Executive Session at 11:33 a.m. and resumed regular 
session at 11:35 a.m. 
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28. Elysa Lovelady, Coffey County Appraiser, again met with the Board.  Discussion 
revolved around the need for more public relations from the Appraiser’s office and a 
better public understanding of the requirements of the office.  Lovelady asked if she 
could use an outside firm to help in the development of PR brochures and the Board 
agreed. 
 
29. Lovelady also requested a 2% increase in salary following her annual review 
earlier today. 
 
29 a. Rowley moved to approve a 2% increase in salary for the Appraiser for the term 
July 1, 2003 through June 30, 2004, seconded by Kirchner.  Motion carried. 
 
30. The Coffey County Election Officer explained the Help America Vote Act 
(HAVA) which is a federal mandate.  Birk expressed concern regarding all the changes 
that are now in progress for the election process.  This will mean all polling places must 
be fully A.D.A. accessible.  The County will probably be looking seriously at 
consolidation of polling places.  Birk was also concerned about what amount to budget 
for HAVA for the year 2004.  It was agreed to wait until year-end and possibly set up a 
special reserve fund when there is more knowledge of the amount that will be needed.   
 
31. The Board recessed for lunch at 12:00 noon. 
 
32. Chairman Merry called the meeting back to order at 1:00 p.m.  
 
33. Harley Schlotterbeck, of Hutinett, Schlotterbeck & Burns, met with the Board for 
a budget work session on the 2004 budget.  
 
34. Jeannene Ryan,WCNOC, was also present for a part of the discussion and also 
updated the Board on the Governor’s Fishing Classic. 
 
35. Hub Caspar met with the Board regarding the 2004 road and bridge department 
budgets. 
 
36. Work continued on the 2004 budget. 
 
37. Randy Rogers, Coffey County Sheriff, met with the Board regarding the 2004 
Sheriff’s office and jail budgets. 
 
38. Following much discussion with the Board, a final draft was reached but the 
Board opted to think about it until Monday when it will be approved for publication.  A 
budget hearing was set for 7:00 p.m. Monday, August 11th, in the Commission Chambers. 
 
39. Merry moved to adjourn the meeting at 4:40 p.m., seconded by Sipe.  Motion 
carried. 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Response Not Required 
 

1. Coffey County Fire District – Minutes – June 16, 2003 
 
2. City of Burlington – Minutes – July 2, 2003 

 
3. Corps of Engineers – Public Notices 

 
4. City of Waverly – Minutes (several) 

 
5. Hawver’s Capitol Report – 7-11-03; 7-15-03; 7-17-03 

 
6. City of Gridley (misc.) 

 
Response Required 
 

7. Coffey County Housing Authority – Request for funds 
 

Response Optional 
 

8. Governor Sebelius – Letter regarding State Homeland Security Grant Program 
 
9.  Kansas Department of Commerce – Notice of Kansas Prosperity Summit 

 
Minutes, July 21, 2003 
 
Signed:     Attest: 
 
 
Chairman     County Clerk 
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