
1. The Coffey County Commission Chambers opened at 8:00 a.m. Tuesday, February 21, 
2006, to allow commissioners to individually review correspondence.  Chairman Fred Rowley, 
Jr. called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with members R. Kraig Kirchner, Tim Sipe, Gene 
Merry and Larry Crotts present.  Also present were Angie Kirchner, Coffey County Clerk, and 
Doug Witteman, Coffey County Attorney.  Mark Petterson, Editor of the Coffey County 
Republican, was present for a portion of the meeting.  
 
2.  Crotts moved to approve the minutes of Monday, February 13, 2006, as written, 
seconded by Sipe.  Motion carried.   
 
3. Consent Agenda 
  

A. Move to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll 
Notice for Jan Miles, Lead Jailer to Jailer, Sheriff’s Office, Classification LE-IV-
JS to LE-II-f, from $14.61 to $13.22, effective 2/10/06.   

 
B. Move to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll 

Notice for Tanya Cathcard, Sheriff’s Office, moving from Jailer to Lead Jailer, 
from LE-II-b to LE-II-b, from $10.68 to $10.68, effective 2/10/06.   

 
C. Move to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll 

Notice for Scott Huddleston, Sheriff’s Office, moving from Jailer to Lead Jailer, 
from LE-II-b to LE-II-b, from $10.68 to $10.68, effective 2/10/06.   

 
3a.  Merry moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted, seconded by Kirchner.  
Motion carried. 
 
4.  Kirchner moved, upon the recommendation of the Sheriff, to authorize and direct the 
Chairman to sign the new job description of Lead Jailer, seconded by Sipe.  Motion carried. 
   
5. Kirchner moved, upon the request of the governing body of the City of Gridley, Kansas, 
to find and determine that the annexation of the below described property to the City of Gridley, 
Kansas will not hinder or prevent the proper growth and development of the area or that of any 
other incorporated city located within Coffey County, Kansas, all as provided in K.S.A. 12-520c.  
Said property is specifically described below, seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 

A tract commencing at the Southwest corner of the Southwest Quarter (SW/4) of 
Section Twenty-seven (27) in Township Twenty-two (22) South of Range Fourteen 
(14) East of the Sixth Principal Meridian, thence running East along said section line 
Four Hundred Fifty (450) feet, thence running North Three Hundred (300) feet, 
thence running West Four Hundred Fifty (450) feet, thence running South Three 
Hundred (300) feet to the place of beginning, Coffey County, Kansas. 
 

6. Fire Administrator Bill Walker met with the Board to discuss surrounding counties 
activities and discussed establishing a fee schedule that would enable the Fire Department to 
assist citizens when burning and to request extending the burn ban for another 7 days.  The 
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Board directed Walker to visit with Extension Agent Cade Rensink for a recommendation on 
extending the burn ban.  
 
7. Hub Caspar, County Engineer, presented and discussed the weekly report dated February 
21, 2006.  Robert Reed, Road Supervisor, John Zuern, Administrative Assistant, and Jeff Beyer, 
Landfill Supervisor, were also present. 
 
8. Item No. 93-01; Road Permits Report:  Ten Road Permits were issued during the past 
week. 
 
9. Item No. 99-99; Zoning Permit/Applications Report:  One Zoning Permit was issued 
during the past week. 
 
10. Item No. 99-13;  Landfill:  Storm Shelter  
 
10a. Landfill Supervisor Jeff Beyer requested purchasing an above ground storm shelter to be 
placed at the landfill for safety for the employees.  The Board directed him to seek bids. 
 
12. Item No. 2006-04;  Vehicle Purchase:  Request authorization to solicit sealed bids for two 
(2) 1 Ton Crew Cab Trucks for the Bridge and Box Crews; Bid opening March 8, 2006 @ 2:00 
p.m. 
 
13. Item No. 2006-05;  Vehicle Purchase:  Request authorization to solicit sealed bids one (1) 
Tractor and two (2) Mowers 
 
13a. Merry moved to approve the County Engineer’s request to solicit bids for one (1) John 
Deere 6420 4 x 4 Tractor and (2) Bush Hog 3715 Flex Wing Rotary Cutter Mowers, and (3) 
Trucks – a one ton dual wheeled full sized pick up, a ¾ ton full sized crew cab chassis cab, and a 
¾ ton 4 x 4 regular cab pickup, seconded by Rowley. Motion carried. 
 
14. Item No. 2006-06; KDOT 5-YEAR PLAN 
 

A. Update 5 year plan 
B. Recap of funds used 1998 thru 2005 (FFY) 

 
15. Item No. 2006-07; Request authorization to advertise for 11 summer help positions. 
 
15a. Merry moved to approve the County Engineer’s request to advertise for 11 summer help 
positions, seconded by Sipe.  Motion carried.         
 
16. Caspar also presented the Construction Zone Report for the week of February 21, 2006. 
 
17.  Coffey County Fire Administrator Bill Walker and Extension agent Cade Rensink met 
with the Board to suggest extending the burn ban for another seven days or until moisture is 
received.  The Chairman would then call off the burn ban.  Walker and Rensink also discussed 
burning cool season grass and if the burn ban would be harmful to the farmers. 
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17a. Merry moved, upon the recommendation of Extension Agent Cade Rensink and Coffey 
County Fire Administrator Bill Walker, to extend the Burn Ban for seven more days, seconded 
by Sipe.  Motion carried. The Board was concerned about the window of opportunity for burning 
cool season grass.  
 
18. Jon Hotaling, Economic Development Director, submitted the weekly report for the week 
of February 21, 2006. 
 
19. Item No. 95-25;  Hotaling set up the Coffey County tourism promotion booth and worked 
the 3 – 9 p.m. Thursday evening shift at the Kansas Sports, Boat & Travel Show in Wichita.  
Hotaling also worked the 2 – 5 p.m. Sunday shift, then loaded up booth and materials and 
returned to Burlington. 
    
20. Item No. 95-29; Hotaling hosted the Leadership Coffey County Youth Program Session 
#2 at the Coffey County Hospital.  Hospital Administrator, Dennis George, gave a presentation 
on Coffey Health Systems and showed the positive trends in patients, market share, employment, 
economic impact, births, revenues, etc.  George also gave the class a tour of the hospital 
facilities.  Bill Walker, Coffey County Fire District #1, presented information on the fire district, 
the ABC’s of emergency response and the importance of leadership in fire service.  Susan 
Mueller, County Health Nurse, presented information on public health services available through 
the Coffey County Health Department and Sheriff Randy Rogers presented information on the 
activities of the Sheriff’s office and the multi-county drug taskforce.  Bobbiann Daugherty, of the 
Coffey County Extension Office, presented the ‘True Colors’ personality assessment program.  
Hotaling mailed thank you letters to all the presenters.  The next class on ‘County & State 
Government’ will be held on Monday, March 6th, at the Coffey County Courthouse. 
 
21. Item No. 96-3; Hotaling requested figures for the interest payments and the final 
amortization schedule for Mid-American Machine’s CDBG loan from Frontier Financial 
Partners.  They have yet to receive the information from the state.  Hotaling is hoping to receive 
final figures and a schedule from the state soon. 
  
22. Item No. 98-7 ; Hotaling received Southeast Kansas Tourism brochures to take to the 
Wichita show.  Hotaling obtained flyers from the Coffey County Museum promoting the ‘K is 
for Kansas’ exhibit to display at the Wichita show.  Hotaling also wrote a radio ad to promote the 
exhibit.  Hotaling received new brochures for Gridley, Lebo and New Strawn lakes to display at 
the Wichita show.  Coffey County Economic Development will provide a 50/50 matching grant 
up to $200 to help offset some of the cities printing cost for the new lake brochures. 
  
23. Item No. 05-1; Hotaling completed a survey for the Southeast Kansas Economic 
Development Council Strategic Planning meeting held in Mound City on Friday, February 17th. 
 
24. Hotaling completed the summary of 2005 activities and will submit it to the Coffey 
County Republican. 
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25. Hotaling met with the Kansas Department of Commerce Southeast Kansas Area 
Representative, Craig VanWey, to discuss the call center project, job training programs and sales 
tax exemption procedure under the Kansas Enterprise Zone Act. 
 
26. Coffey County Treasurer JoAnn Raaf met with the Board to discuss non-elected 
personnel.   Raaf also requested to advertise for a full-time/part-time Deputy Clerk. 
 
27. Merry moved to authorize the advertisement of a full-time/part-time Deputy Clerk for the 
Treasurer’s office at an entry level clerical position due to a retiring employee, seconded by 
Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
28. Merry moved to recess into Executive Session for 15 minutes at 10:28  a.m. to include 
each of the Commissioners and Noxious Weed Director Todd Bemis, to discuss personnel 
matters of non-elected personnel, seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
29. The Board resumed regular session at 10:43 a.m. 
 
30. Coffey County Clerk Angie Kirchner and Information Systems Administrator Bill Bauer 
met with the Board to discuss the Clerk’s office limited internet access.  Kirchner expressed that 
the Clerk’s office should be able to conduct daily business and serve the public by allowing 
citizens to receive the information they have requested in a timely manner without being limited 
through Information Technology.  Bauer stated that there could be more access given through a 
different setting.  Bauer and Kirchner stated that they would work together in trying to find 
medium ground. 
 
31. Rowley moved to recess into Executive Session for 15 minutes at 11:07 a.m. to include 
each of the Commissioners and Information Systems Administrator Bill Bauer, to discuss 
personnel matters of non-elected personnel, seconded by Sipe.  Motion carried. 
 
32. The Board resumed regular session at 11:22 a.m. 
 
33. Coffey County Appraiser Connie Lawrence announced Marilyn Storrer as the new hire 
for the GIS position.  
 

34. Rowley adjourned the meeting at 11:40 a.m. 
 
Minutes, February 21, 2006 
 
Signed:    Attest: 
 
 
Chairman    County Clerk   
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