
1. The Coffey County Commission Chambers opened at 8:00 a.m. Tuesday, 
February 20, 2001, to individually review correspondence.  Chairman Gene Merry called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with members Tim Sipe, Fred Rowley, Jr., Johnnie 
Sleezer and Larry Crotts present.  Also present were County Clerk Vernon Birk and 
Administrative Coordinator Mary Bloomer. County Attorney Doug Witteman and 
WCNOC Representative Jeannene Ryan were present for part of the meeting. 
 
2. Sleezer moved to approve the minutes of February 12, 2001 as corrected, 
seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. Corrections were:  Monday, February 12, 2001, 
paragraph 4, item A, replace ‘December 2000’ with “February 2001”.  Paragraph 6, 
replace ‘Kansas’ with “Coffey County”.  Correspondence, delete item “1”. 
 
3. Bill Walker, Coffey County Fire District No. 1 Administrative Coordinator, was  
present for discussion regarding a resolution for Board approval.   
 
3 a. Following discussion, Rowley moved, upon the recommendation of the 
Administrative Coordinator, Coffey County Fire District No. 1, and approval of the 
County Attorney as to form, to adopt Resolution No. 689, A RESOLUTION 
ATTACHING CERTAIN TERRITORY LOCATED IN OSAGE COUNTY, KANSAS, 
TO COFFEY COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1, seconded by Sleezer.  Motion carried. 
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Upon the recommendation of the County Engineer, approve designating the 
week of April 2 through April 7, 2001 as “Clean-Up Week” in Coffey County 
and direct the County Clerk to publish approved notices in the local paper. 

 
B. Move to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign two Orders for Refund for 

Taxes in the amount of $17.14. 
No. 4473 payable to Gurney Bartley in the amount of $8.04 for the year 1999. 
Reason:  1971 A/C (Autocar) truck has been salvaged. 
No. 4474 payable to Gurney Bartley in the amount of $9.10 for the year 2000. 
Reason:  1971 A/C (Autocar) truck has been salvaged. 

 
4 a. Crotts moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted, seconded by Sipe.  
Motion carried. 
 
5. Sipe moved, upon the recommendation of the Sheriff and approval of the County 
Attorney, as to form, to approve the Cooperative Agreement with the United States of 
America for providing law enforcement services at John Redmond Reservoir for the 
period from March 12, 2001 through September 30, 2001, seconded by Sleezer.  Motion 
carried. 
 
6. Elysa Lovelady, Coffey County Appraiser, updated the Board on several appraisal 
issues.  Lovelady said the Certificate of Value Notices (CVN’s) for real estate will be 
mailed on or before March 1, 2001.  Lovelady said there are concerns about agricultural 
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land values increasing, but explained this value is set by the Kansas Property Valuation 
Department (PVD).  The 2001 ag-use values are based on crop yields from 1992 to 1999. 
 
7. Elizabeth Maxwell, East Central Kansas Area Agency on Aging, updated the 
Board on agency issues. Maxwell presented a booklet titled, “Explore Your Options”, a 
Kansas Guide to Information and In-Home Services, 2000/2001 Edition, for the Board’s 
information.  She also presented a detailed budget for the East Central Kansas Area 
(Coffey, Osage, Franklin, Miami, Anderson, & Linn) and also one listing only Coffey 
County portion. 
   
8. Steve Lightle, Coffey County Housing Authority Director, requested approval to 
apply for two $150,000.00 grants from the Kansas Department of Commerce and 
Housing.  One grant will be for County-wide home rehabilitation and the other grant will 
be for demolition and cleaning up of unsightly houses in Jacobs Creek.  This will require 
match money in the amount of $100,000.00 if both grants are received. 
 
8a. Crotts moved to adopt Resolution No. 690, A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING 
LEGAL AUTHORITY TO APPLY FOR THE 2001 KANSAS SMALL CITIES 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM FROM THE KANSAS 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND HOUSING, and further authorize and direct the 
Chairman to sign the resolution and accompanying plan, seconded by Rowley.  Motion 
carried. 
 
8b. Sipe moved to adopt Resolution No. 691, A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING 
LEGAL AUTHORITY TO APPLY FOR THE 2001 KANSAS SMALL CITIES 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM FROM THE KANSAS 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND HOUSING, and further authorize and direct the 
Chairman to sign the resolution and accompanying plan, seconded by Rowley.  Motion 
carried. 
 
9. John Liddell, Chief Deputy, Coffey County Sheriff’s Department, was asked to  
meet with the Board to discuss the bids for a 2001 or newer model 4x4 four-door Sport 
Utility Vehicle.   
 
9a. A lengthy discussion was held concerning minimum specifications, following 
which, Merry moved, upon the recommendation of the County Sheriff and approval of 
the County Attorney, to find that one (1) 1995 Chevrolet Blazer 4x4, commonly known 
as Unit #54, is no longer required and cannot prudently be used for public purposes of 
Coffey County, and as such should be disposed of by trade-in sale to Crow-Moddie Ford, 
for a total cost of $24,245.00 after trade-in and discounts, and to publish notice of the 
Board’s intent to dispose of such property by action of the Board on March 5, 2001, at 
9:30 a.m., seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried, 3-yes, 2-no, Sipe and Crotts. 
 
10. Jon Hotaling, Economic Development Director, presented the weekly report for 
the week of February 12th to February 16th, 2001. 
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11. Item No. 95-25; Hotaling set up Coffey County Lake booth at the Kansas Sports, 
Boat & Travel Show Wednesday afternoon and worked the Wednesday evening shift 
from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  The show crowd was down Wednesday but had a better 
turnout on Thursday.  Hotaling will work the final shift on Sunday from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
and dismantle and load up Coffey County booth and materials.  There seemed to be a 
strong interest in Coffey County Lake, Gridley Lake, Lebo Lake and New Strawn Lake. 
 
12. Item No. 96-5; Hotaling moved markings for the gate location 10’ north to get 
space from the electric pole and the underground electrical service.  Hotaling measured 
the distance from the water and sewer lines to the east side of the building to write up 
requests for quotes on the water and sewer lines. 
 
13. Item No. 97-6;  Hotaling attended the Coffey County Manufacturers Association 
meeting.  Guests from USD 244, Stacey Moddie and Judy Hudson, updated members on 
their programs.  The membership voted to pay for one half of the cost for the employee 
from each member company to attend the MAMTC “Lean Manufacturing” seminar, to be 
hosted by New Eagle Communications, sometime in March.  Plans are to tour Overland 
Tool in Gridley on April 11, 2001.  Darla Price, KDOC&H, SEK Area Representative 
also attended the meeting. 
 
14. Item No. 98-10;  Hotaling prepared a written testimony for the hearing before the 
Senate Commerce Committee on Senate Bill #146.  Senator Derek Schmidt introduced 
the bill on behalf of SEK, Inc. and provided testimony in support of the bill at the 
February 13th hearing.  Mike Mabrey, SEK, Inc. Executive Director; Dennis Arnold, Linn 
County Economic Development Director; and Hotaling presented testimony in support of 
the bill.  Hotaling also mailed information on the bill to Whitney Damron, P.A. and to 
Ron Wilson of the Huck Boyd Institute for Rural Development. 
 
15. Hotaling attended the Kansas Cavalry Business Visitation at the WCNOC 
Eisenhower Education Center with Darla Price, DKOC&H, SEK Area Representative 
and Kansas Cavalry Member Commissioner Gene Merry.  Susan Maycock provided 
information on plant operation and a tour of the control room training site.  Warren Wood 
discussed business issues including training, taxes, recruitment of skilled craft workers, 
etc. 
 
16. Hotaling provided demographic information to Jan Guevel and Deena Hedges 
who are writing a grant application for a 21st Century Community Learning Center for 
USD 245. 
 
17. Hotaling spoke with Jac Jensik with the State Bank of Fredonia.  The bank has 
talked with several prospects interested in Burlington Cinemas but no serious 
negotiations to this point.  Monique Burns, with the Burlington 21st Century Community 
Learning Center, will be working with Jensik to set up a summer movie program for local 
youth. 
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18. Hotaling also presented a newspaper article from the Ottawa Herald stating that 
Kennel-Aire, Plymoth, Minnesota, has purchased the old Lester building in Ottawa and 
will be moving the distribution operations from Waverly to the new site.  The move 
should take place in approximately 120 days.  Kennel-Aire will be moving some other 
operations to Ottawa as well, the article said. 
 
19. Hub Caspar, County Engineer, presented the weekly report dated February 20, 
2001.  Robert Reed, Road Supervisor, and John Zuern, Administrative Assistant, were 
also present. 
 
20. Item No. 93-01;  Road Permit Report:  Two Road Permits were issued during the 
past week. 
 
21. Item No. 99-99;  Zoning Permit/Applications Report:  No Zoning Permits were 
issued during the past week. 
 
22. Item No. 99-13;  Landfill:  Public Notice for Public Comment:  Time will start 
February 26, 2001 and run for thirty (30) days, per KDHE.  Review of Application by 
KDHE:  [Caspar attached a letter from KDHE, dated February 12, 2001, to his 
report].  Review Groundwater Monitoring System for planned Landfill Lateral 
Expansion:  [Caspar attached a letter from KDHE, dated February 13, 2001, to his 
report].   
 
23. Item No. 2000-15; Courthouse Lighting – Project No. 2000-Court:  [Zuern 
reported a few loose ends need to be completed in the court area, otherwise all 
lighting is complete.] 
 
24. Item No. 2001;  Equipment Purchase:  Bid Opening – February 21, 2001 at 2:00 
p.m. [2 – 80 horsepower tractors]. 
 
25. Item No. 2001-04;  KDOT – Master Agreement For Quarry Road 
Reimbursement:  Review and sign Agreement with KDOT for Quarry Road 
Reimbursement. 
 
25a. Sleezer moved, upon the recommendation of the County Engineer and approval of 
the County Attorney as to form, to approve the Master Agreement for Quarry Road 
Reimbursement with the Secretary of Transportation of the State of Kansas, with an 
effective date of February 1, 2001, seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
26. Item No. 2001-05; Lebo Overpass – Flashing Yellow Lights:  Review and act on  
attached Traffic Study to remove flashing yellow lights from the Lebo overpass at 26th 
and Dobbin Roads. 
 
26a. Rowley moved, upon the recommendation of  the County Engineer regarding the 
Engineering and Traffic Study of the Lebo overpass, to remove the flashing yellow lights 
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located at each end of the Lebo overpass on 26th Road located two miles west of Lebo, 
Kansas, seconded by Sipe.  Motion carried.  
 
27. The Board reviewed the process for demolishing and cleanup of some of the 
vacant and unsightly houses in the County and directed the County Attorney to review a 
reduced landfill fee for this type of project.  It was also proposed to authorize the County 
Engineer to approve this type of project on a case-by-case basis.  This item will be placed 
on the Consent Agenda as needed, with approval by the County Attorney.   
 
28. Todd Bemis, Noxious Weed Director, met with the Board to invite them to the 
Annual Noxious Weed Conference at Topeka on March 5th – 8th, Monday through 
Thursday, 2001.  Commissioners Rowley and Crotts will be attending.  Bemis also 
reported he is needing to replace the yellow box van to get a newer model that is more 
reliable.  The Board suggested Bemis look for a used van with possibly more GVW and 
report back to the Board. 
 
29. Bemis also presented the annual progress report for review and approval. 
 
29 a. Sleezer moved, upon the recommendation of the Noxious Weed Director, to 
approve the Annual Noxious Weed Eradication Progress Report 2000 and forward a 
signed copy to the Kansas Department of Agriculture, seconded by Rowley.  Motion 
carried. 
 
30. The Board discussed ways to dispose of the used computers when the County  
computers are upgraded this spring.  The Administrative Coordinator will look into 
setting a County auction. 
 
31. A water study that was done for Coffey County several years ago was also  
discussed. 
 
32. Commissioners Merry, Sipe and Crotts will be attending the Southeastern Kansas  
County Officials Quarterly Meeting at Eureka on March 15, 2001.  Several County 
officials will also be attending. 
 
33. Sipe moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:40 p.m., seconded by Rowley.  Motion 
carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Response Required 
 
1. City of Burlington – Letter regarding ‘Clean-Up’ Week 
 
Response Optional 
 
2. KDOT – Kansas Airport Improvement Program Grant Application 
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3. Kansas Emergency Support Association – Notice of Spring Conference 
 
4. Wichita Historical Preservation Office – Notice of Conference 
 
Response Not Required 
 
5. City of Waverly – Accounting of 2000 Infrastructure Funds 
 
6. City of Waverly – Accounting of 2000 Park and Recreation Funds 
 
7. City of Burlington – Minutes – January 17, 2001 
 
8. KAC Legislature Update – February 12, 2001 
 
9. City of Waverly – Minutes – February 2, 2001 
 
10. City of Waverly – Work Session Notes – January 22, 2001 
 
 
Minutes, February 20, 2001 
 
Signed:       Attest: 
 
 
 
Chairman       County Clerk 
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