
1. The Coffey County Commission Chambers opened at 8:00 a.m. Monday, 
February 12, 2001, to individually review correspondence.  Chairman Gene Merry called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with members Tim Sipe, Fred Rowley, Jr., Johnnie 
Sleezer and Larry Crotts present.  Also present were Budgetary Accounting Specialist 
Christina Thweatt and County Attorney Doug Witteman.  County Clerk Vernon Birk was 
absent due to another appointment.  Administrative Coordinator Mary Bloomer was also 
absent due to illness.  WCNOC Representative Jeannene Ryan and The Coffey County 
Republican Editor Mark Petterson were present for part of the meeting. 
 
2. Rowley moved to approve the minutes of Monday, February 5, 2001, as 
corrected.  Seconded by Sleezer.  Motion carried.  Corrections were:  February 5, 2001, 
add, “paragraph 19a.  Hotaling later found a discrepancy in the payoff amount.  Terox 
will be billed for the balance.” 
 
3. Sipe moved to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign (1) one Order of Refund 
of Taxes in the amount of $1,009.20.  No. 4472 payable to Beto Inc., for the year 2000.  
Reason:  Equipment is leased from DeLage Landen and Colonial Pacific Leasing 
Company, which pay the taxes on this equipment.  Seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried. 
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Move to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the Coffey County Payroll 
Notices for CSA compensation for Robert Reed as Acting Department Head 
and John Zuern as Zoning Administrator for the month of February 2001. 

 
B. Move to approve the proposed goals for Coffey County for 2001. 

 
5. Sleezer moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted, seconded by 
Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
6. Susan Mueller, Coffey County Health Administrator, met with the Board to 
overview the Coffey County Public Health Prescription Assistance Program.  A video 
was also shown.  Mueller was asked to provide information on the geographical location 
the program covers and the income criteria in which a person must fall to qualify for the 
program. 
 
7. Robert Harkrader and Roy Rodgers representing The Coffey County 
Conservation District met with the Board asking for assistance of manpower and 
equipment to install a dry hydrant on the Smith property near Westphalia, KS.  The 
project will be discussed in further detail with the County Engineer later in the meeting. 
   
8. Bill Bauer, Information Systems Administrator, met with the Board to discuss 
document imaging computer equipment and software. 
 
8a. Sipe moved, upon the recommendation of the Technology Committee and Bill 
Bauer, Information Systems Administrator, and upon approval of the County Attorney as 
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to form, to approve the Invitation to Bid for Document Imaging Computer Equipment 
and Software.  Seconded by Sleezer.  Motion carried. 
 
8b. Merry moved, upon the recommendation of the Technology Committee and Bill 
Bauer, Information Systems Administrator, and upon approval of the County Attorney as 
to form, to approve the Invitation to Bid for Upgrading Computer Equipment and 
Operating System Software.  Seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried. 
 
9. Jon Hotaling, Economic Development Director, presented the weekly report for 
the week of February 5th to February 9th, 2001. 
 
10. Item No. 95-1; Hotaling attended the Coffey County Airport Commission 
meeting.  Hotaling provided a copy of a letter from Steve Osman of AST outlining the 
plans of the company to consolidate manufacturing operation in the New Strawn 
building.  The Airport Board will communicate with Mr. Osman about consent 
stipulation in lease agreement dated 4-8-96. 
 
11. Item No. 95-3; Hotaling provided the balance on the Country Critters loan 
including back interest to Larry Hendricks.  Hotaling also provided the appraised value of 
real estate.  Hotaling spoke with a business prospect, which is interested in the building, 
if some of the skilled sewing labor is still available. 
 
12. Item No. 95-9; Hotaling completed a strategic plan for 2001.  Hotaling presented 
a plan to the Strategic Planning Advisory Council members at the 2-7-01 meeting. 
Council will review and make any changes, additions, deletions, etc. by 2-28-01.  Final 
plan to be approved at 3-7-01 meeting. 
 
13. Item No. 95-25; Hotaling attended the Kansas Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry Caucus in Topeka.  Eight (8) Coffey County businesses and political leaders 
attended.  Coffey County also hosted Representative Stanley Dreher and his wife at 
Hotalings table. 
 
14. Item No. 96-5;  Hotaling marked fence for gate area at the spec building.  
Hotaling reviewed and planned improvements with Larry Crutchfield. 
 
15. Item No. 97-5; Hotaling sent a letter to Terox outlining the amount of the 
payment on loan.  Hotaling received payment to pay off all but one (1) principal payment 
of $304.00. 
 
16. Item No. 97-6; Hotaling completed and mailed out meeting agendas for the 
Coffey County Manufacturers Association meeting to be held on 2-14-01. 
 
17. Item No. 98-7;  Hotaling confirmed a new KDOT District Engineer, Roger 
Alexander, to speak at the next quarterly meeting of SEK, Inc. to be held at the 
Independence Community College on 3-16-01.  Hotaling will provide testimony on 2-13-
01 to the Senate Commerce Committee on SEK, Inc.’s proposal to provide sales tax 
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incentives under the Kansas Enterprise Zone Act to qualifying retail businesses in 
counties under 10,000 in population. 
 
18. Hotaling attended a department head meeting and presentation on budgets, open 
meetings and open records given by Doug Witteman and Gene Merry. 
 
19. Hotaling met with Noreen Kakavandi and Kelly Dirks to discuss possible 
locations for a gymnastics academy.  Monique Burns of the 21st Century Community 
Learning Center and Commissioner Gene Merry were also in attendance. 
 
20. Hotaling mailed information on starting and financing a new business to a Coffey 
County citizen. 
 
21. Hotaling finalized the Kansas Calvary Business Visitation for 2-14-01, at 9:30 
a.m., at WCNOC.  Hotaling coordinated the meeting with Susan Maycock, of WCNOC, 
and Darla Price, Southeast Kansas Representative for the Kansas Department of 
Commerce & Housing. 
 
22. Doug Witteman, County Attorney, announced that a petition has been received 
from Osage County requesting that a portion of Osage County, located north of Lebo, be 
included in Coffey County Fire District No. 1.  Witteman will prepare a resolution and 
request input from the Coffey County Fire District No. 1 Board about adding part of 
Osage County.   
 
23. The Board discussed the 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan. 
 
23a. Crotts moved to adopt the 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan, Coffey County, 
Kansas, and further authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the same.  Seconded by 
Sleezer.   Motion carried. 
 
24. Hub Caspar, County Engineer, presented the weekly report dated February 12, 
2001.  Robert Reed, Road Supervisor, and John Zuern, Administrative Assistant, also 
were present. 
 
25. Item No. 93-01; Road Permit Report:  One (1) Road Permit was issued during the 
past week. 
 
26. Item No. 99-99; Zoning Permit/Applications Report:  Two (2) Zoning Permits 
were issued during the past week.  Received Preliminary Plat for a subdivision. 
 
27. Item No. 2000-15; Courthouse Lighting-Project No. 2000-Court:  Most items on 
Change Order No. 1 are complete.  Balance of Courtroom materials in about two (2) 
weeks.  Ceiling patching and painting should start February 16. 
 
28. The Board discussed several road concerns with the County Engineer. 
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29. Merry moved to recess into Executive Session at 11:13 a.m. for ten (10) minutes 
to include each of the Commissioners and the County Engineer, to discuss personnel 
matters of non-elected personnel.  Seconded by Sleezer.  Motion carried. 
 
30. The Board resumed regular session at 11:23 a.m. 
 
31. The Board discussed the installation of a dry hydrant on the Smith property with 
the County Engineer.  Caspar will contact Robert Harkrader of the Coffey County 
Conservation District concerning this project. 
 
32. The Board will sign checks and vouchers for the month of February on the 
afternoon the Monday, February 26, 2001. 
 
33. Several Board members will be attending various meetings this week. 
 
34. Rowley moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:54 a.m., seconded by Crotts.  Motion 
carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Response Not Required 
 
1. Announcement- County Government Week. 
 
2. Letter-City of Burlington regarding accounting of 2000 County Infrastructure Grant 

Funds. 
 
3. Letter-City of Burlington regarding 2000 Cultural and Recreational Grant Funds.  
 
 
4.  The Park & Recreation Trades Journal- Volume 8, No. 2, February 2001. 
 
 
Minutes, February 12, 2001 
 
Singed:       Attest: 
 
 
 
Chairman       County Clerk   
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