
1.   The Coffey County Commission Chambers opened at 8:00 a.m. Monday, 
February  5, 2001, to individually review correspondence.  Chairman Gene Merry called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with members Tim Sipe, Fred Rowley, Jr., Johnnie 
Sleezer and Larry Crotts present.  Also present were County Clerk Vernon Birk, County 
Attorney Doug Witteman and Administrative Coordinator Mary Bloomer.  WCNOC 
Representative Cassie Burgio and The Coffey County Republican Editor Mark Petterson 
were present for part of the meeting.   
 
2. Sleezer moved to approve the minutes of Monday, January 29, 2001, as corrected, 
seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried.  Corrections were:  January 29, 2001, paragraph 9, 
replace ‘cold spots’ with “heating deficiencies”.  Paragraph 23, delete ‘due to another 
appointment’. 
 
3. Sleezer moved to approve the minutes of Tuesday, January 30, 2001, as corrected, 
seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried.  Corrections were:  January 30, 2001, paragraph 3, 
replace ‘Attorney’ with “Counselor”. 
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Upon the recommendation of the County Engineer and Road Supervisor and 
approval of the County Attorney, move to waive the Purchasing Policy, as to 
advertising, for good cause, said cause being that informal quotes were 
obtained from all local active rock quarries, and to approve the purchase of 
rock as needed for 2001, from the following quarries:  Hunt Midwest, 
Harshman, Nelson and APAC-Shears, respectively, depending on the location 
the rock is to be used. 

 
B. Upon the recommendation of the County Attorney, approve the contribution 

of $250.00 to the LeRoy After-Prom Committee, with funds to come from the 
County Attorney Diversion Fund. 

 
C.  Move to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign three Orders for Refund of  
 Taxes in the amount of $147.93. 
 No. 4469 payable to John E. Born, in the amount of $113.48, for the year 

2000. 
 Reason:  Clerical error – due to computer update.  Corrected name on royalty 

to Harold and Freda Bahr. 
 No. 4470 payable to Williams Brothers c/o Wesley M. Williams, Jr., in the 

amount of $26.95, for the year 2000. 
 Reason:  Sold at auction April 2000, Trucks – 1970 Int., 1972 Ford, 1967 

GMC, 1967 Dodge, 970 Chevy.  Pro-rated. 
 No. 4471 payable to Williams Brothers c/o Wesley M. Williams, Jr., in the 

amount of $7.50, for the year 2000. 
 Reason 1965 International truck sold April 2000 at auction – Pro-rated (4B). 
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4 a. Crotts moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted, seconded by Sipe.  
Motion carried. 
 
5. The County Attorney reported he has been working with the County Counselor in 
Osage County regarding a certain area in Osage County directly north of Lebo that is 
interested in being a part of Coffey County Fire District No. 1.  Witteman presented a 
map of the area and said he anticipates a petition from 51% of the residents in the area to 
become part of Coffey County Fire District No. 1.  When that is received, the Board will 
need to act on it.  At this time, the area in question is not in a Fire District.  Coffey 
County Fire District No. 1 has been responding to calls from that area, however, no tax 
money is currently being received and will not be received until the described area 
becomes a part of Coffey County Fire District No. 1. 
 
6. Becky Jewett, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, presented the January 
monthly report.   
 
7. Jewett also discussed plans to reconfigure the setup of the Emergency Operations 
Center and to update it by adding more computers with the capability to access the 
County’s computer network and the Internet.  The option of using a wireless network hub 
for the computers is being explored.  The Board directed Jewett to get cost estimates for 
the project. 
 
8. The WCNOC training drill of February 1, 2001 was also briefly discussed. 

 
9. Commissioner Gene Merry and County Attorney Doug Witteman gave a 
presentation on “Open Meetings”, “Open Records” and “Budgets”.  They have made the 
presentation to all affiliated Boards in the County. 
 
10. Jon Hotaling, Economic Development Director, reported Aviation Simulation 
Trainers, Inc. (AST) is consolidating the manufacturing operation into a facility in New 
Strawn.  The AST building at the airport will then be for sale.  Hotaling will convey this 
information to the Airport Board for their information. 
 
11. Hotaling received a request from Andrew Corporation for a 90-day extension on 
the building improvements for the Spec Building.  The Board directed the County 
Attorney to draft an agreement between the County, Andrew Corporation, and Palmetto 
Holdings, LLC for the 90-day extension. 
 
12. Hotaling presented the weekly report for the week of January 29th to February 2nd, 

2001. 
 
13. Item No. 95-1;  Hotaling received a letter from Steve Osman of Aviation 
Simulation Trainers, Inc. concerning consolidation of manufacturing operations into the 
New Strawn facility. 
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14. Item No. 95-3;  Hotaling checked furnaces and roof mounted air conditioners.  
The bracing on one of the air conditioners is damaged.  The prospect checked the sewing 
machines and other parts of the building for feasibility with his operations.  Hotaling 
checked the electrical with Steve Bartholomew of the City of Burlington.  Hotaling shut 
down the electricity to the warehouse area that was using a lot of electricity.  Hotaling 
provided information on the prospect for possible future lease documents. 
 
15. Item No. 95-4;  Hotaling received all the past due building rent payments from 
AMPRO to bring the building rent current.  AMPRO is exploring options so additional 
payments or partial payments can be made on the equipment lease. 
 
16. Item No. 95-9;  Hotaling completed the strategic planning agendas and mailed  
them out to the advisory council members.  The Strategic Planning Advisory Council 
officers for 2001 are:  Jane Hatch, Chairperson, Mark Petterson, Vice-Chairperson and 
Martha Newkirk, Secretary.  Hotaling delivered the secretary’s notebook to Martha 
Newkirk. 
 
17. Item No. 95-21;  Hotaling participated in the E-plan drill at the Eisenhower 
Learning Center.  The overall operation of the County PIO activities went well.  The pace 
of actions and events early in the exercise were very fast and it was difficult to keep up 
with the rumors and other actions requiring follow-up. 
 
18. Item No. 96-5;  Hotaling received information and request from Andrew’s on the 
gate, roadwork, etc. at the spec building.  Hotaling also received a request for a time 
extension to complete the improvements. 
 
19. Item No. 97-5;  Hotaling received the payment to pay off the entire balance of a 
loan from Terox in Lebo.  The funds go back into the Economic Development Revolving 
Loan Fund. 
 
19a. Hotaling later found a discrepancy in the pay off amount.  Terox wii be billed for 
the balance. 
 
20. Item No. 98-6;  Hotaling attended the SEKRPC Executive Committee meeting in 
Chanute.  The Committee hired Linda Allen to be the SEKRPC Executive Director. 
 
21. Item No. 98-10;  Hotaling shared the information on the SEK, Inc. Housing 
Council “Congressional Briefing on Housing” with Steve Lightle of the Coffey County 
Housing Authority.  The meeting will be held in Parsons on February 14th  from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  Steve is planning to attend.  SEK, Inc. Planning Retreat will be held in Kansas 
City on February 22nd  and 23rd.  The bill proposed by SEK, Inc., to make retail 
developments outside city limits for enterpise zone incentives in counties with less than 
10,000 population, will be introduced by Senator Derek Schmidt. 
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22. Hotaling is working with Jeannene Ryan and Susan Maycock to set up a Kansas 
Cavalry visit at WCNOC with the Kansas Department of Commerce and Housing SEK 
Field Representative, Darla Price. 
 
23. Sleezer moved, upon the recommendation of the County Treasurer and the 
Economic Development Director, to transfer $39,282.00 from the General Fund, Ampro 
Lease Line Item to the Ampro New Equipment Lease Fund, seconded by Sipe.  Motion 
carried. 
 
23 a. The amount being transferred represents one-half of the amount budgeted for the 
General Fund, Ampro Lease Line Item. 
 
24. Hotaling reported Senate Bill 146 would provide Sales Tax Exemptions (for 
expansion or remodeling) to retail businesses in counties (unincorporated areas) under 
10,000 in population, if approved. 
 
25. Crotts moved to recess into Executive Session at 11:12 a.m. for 10 minutes to 
include each of the Commissioners, the Economic Development Director, and the County 
Attorney to discuss matters which would be considered privileged in the attorney/client 
relationship, seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried.  
 
26. The Board resumed regular session at 11:22 p.m.  
 
27. Hub Caspar, County Engineer, presented the weekly report dated February 5,  
2001.  Robert Reed, Road Supervisor, and John Zuern, Administrative Assistant, also 
were present.  Caspar also provided the Board with the Work Order Inquiry Report. 
 
28. Item No. 93-01;  Road Permit Report:  No Road Permits were issued during the  
past week. 
 
29. Item No. 99-99;  Zoning Permit/Applications Report:  No Zoning Permits were  
issued during the past week. 
 
30. Item No. 99-13;  Landfill:  Caspar presented a letter from Terracon giving an 
update on Permit Application. 
 
31. Item No. 2001-03;  Reaper Lane Improvement:  Review report and proposal for  
Geotechnical Engineering Services from Terracon. 
 
31 a.  Sipe moved, upon the recommendation of the County Engineer and approval of 
the County Attorney as to form, to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign Proposal 
No. D01527 for Geotechnical Services (improvements to Reaper Lane from 2nd Road 
north to the Neosho River Bridge) for a fee not to exceed $6,842.85 to be paid from the 
Road and Bridge 2001 Budget, Contractual Services Line Item.  The project covers 
approximately 1.75 miles, seconded by Crotts. Motion carried, 4-yes, 1-no, Merry. 
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32. Caspar reported having a request from a sanitation company, that is currently 
operating in Greenwood County (unincorporated area) and parts of Coffey County, to 
deliver waste to the Coffey County landfill.  The Board directed the County Engineer to 
get further information, including fees other counties are charging, etc. 
 
33. The Board granted permission for the County Engineer to advertise for a Landfill  
Operator position, due to the resignation, effective 2-28-01, of the current Landfill 
Supervisor, Robert Reavis. 
 
34. Zuern reported the electrician is waiting for more supplies to finish the lighting in  
the District Court area.  
 
35. Sleezer moved, upon the recommendation of the County Clerk, to waive the 
Coffey County Purchasing Policy, due to being a single source product from the only 
known vendor, and to purchase a software program for hunting licenses processing from 
Infinitec at a cost of $3,250.00, with funds to come from the General Fund, Clerk, 
Contractual Services Line Item, seconded by Rowley.  Motion carried. 
 
36. Rowley moved to authorize and direct the Chairman to sign the year 2001 
dealer’s license for Cereal Malt Beverages, and approve documents for the application 
for Phillips Petroleum Company, d/b/a Coastal #39138, located at Highway 131 and I35, 
Lebo, KS  66856, seconded by Crotts.  Motion carried. 
 
37. Commissioners Merry, Sipe and Crotts and the County Clerk will be attending 
County Government Day on Wednesday, February 7, 2001, at Topeka. 
 
38. Crotts moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:15 p.m., seconded by Rowley.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Response Required 
 
1. LeRoy High School After Prom Committee – Request for donation 
 
Response Not Required 
 
2. EMC Insurance Company – Statement of Premium Adjustment 
 
3. US Army Corps of Engineers – Notes of Public Scoping Meeting 
 
4. Recycling and Composting Works! – Newsletter 
 

 5 



5. Whitney Damron – Newspaper article from The Topeka Capital Journal, 2-1-01 
 
6. Whitney Damron – Legislative Directory – 2001 Kansas Legislature 
 
Minutes, February 5, 2001 
 
Signed:       Attest: 
 
 
 
Chairman       County Clerk 
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	Response Not Required

